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Steady!” said Frank coolly. ‘‘Each pick his man and make every shot tell, This command was 
heeded. The defenders of the Explorer fired, and three saddles were 
emptied. It was a surprise to the Arabs. 
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Frank Reade, Jt’s Desert Explorer, 


THE UNDERGROUND 


By 


CHAPTER I. 


Who has not heard of Frank ‘Reade, Jr., the famous 
young American inventor and explorer? The world over 
his name is in every household. 

His wonderful exploits in every land upon the globe had 
- won for him a reputation and a fame such as few men of 
his generation could boast of. 

Frank came honestly by his talent as an inventor, for his 


father was a genius before him, and really founded the| 


lovely little city of Readestown, U. S. A., where were the 
workshops and factories in which the inventions were per- 
fected. 

Frank Reade, Jr., was a handsome, athletic Tony man, 
and bore the unmistakable stamp of a genius. 

He was universally beloved in all circles and particularly 
by two very devoted and honest servants, Barney and Pomp, 
who accompanied him in all his travels. 

| Barney was a genuine type of Irishman, with a shock of 
red hair, a comical mug, and a native wit which was as 
brilliant in its scintillations as a meteoric shower, 


iy 


OR, 


CITY OF SAHARA, 


‘* NONAME.”’ 


Pomp was a thick-set. negro, coal black, and possessed of 
all the Anew humor of his race. 

The two were warm friends, though constantly bickering 
in. a jovial way, and fond of playing practical jokes on ‘each 
other, 

One day Pomp met Barney coming out of the drafting- 
room of the Reade machine works. 

“Hi, dar, Tish!” sang out the Ethiopian, cheerfully. 
“ Jes’ de chile I wanted fo’ to see!” 

“Begorra, the desire is mutual,” retorted Barney. 
“Phwat will yez have?” 

“TJ jes’ got a lily bit ob news.” 

““Phwat’s that yez say ?” 

“Tt am a solemncholy fac’.” 

“Bejabers, phwat is it?” 

“Marse Frank jes’ tell me fo’ to git ready eberyting, fo’ 
we’se gwine to de Sahara to-morrow.” 

Barney executed a clog dance. 

“Yez don’t mane it, naygur?” 

“Yo bet I do, Tish.” 

“T'er-morrer, eh?” 


around the yard. They were in high spirits. 


: “Well, bejabers, the machine is all ready for the mas- 
ther!” cried Barney. “Shure, I put the last av the sere 
: ~ aboord to-day.” 
d _ “Yo? don’ mean dat, chile?” 
e “Yes: i do,” 
| “T jes’ go an’ tell Marse Frank right away. But I say, 
“honey, yo "member dat curus ole man what come here a 
- week ago an’ axed fo’ to look at de Explorer?” 
_ “Phwat av it?” 

“Golly, dat am Prof. Alwise, of de Smithsonian tnslitute, 
oe he ant jer gwine fo’ to go wif us.” | 
: “Yez don’t mean it?” 
“Don’ yo’ fo’get it, honey.” 
‘ “But, bejabers, phwat are we’s going to the Sahara for, 
“anyway? i 
é “Don’ yo’ know dat? Shuah, it am fo’ to fin’ a sunken 
. _ city-wha’ used to once be top ob de ground when de big 
desert warn’t jes’ so much ob a desert. It am de Undeér- 
"ground City ob de Sahara.” 

_. “Begorra, that’s a foine idea. I loike the luks av it.” 
__ “Jes hol’ yo’ breff, honey! Daram fun ahead, fo’ when 
“we gits into de big desert wif de Explorer we’s gwine fo’ to 
hab some gallus times.” 

_ And away went Pomp to find his iaaster, while Barney lit 
“hi dudeen and muttered: 

“Shure, I knew we’d not long be ae now that the young 
_masther has the Explorer finish sf 

_ Pomp succeeded in finding Frank in due cotirse of time. 
_ The young inventor was in one of the drafting-rooms, | 
arranging some valuable papers ee, to leaving home 
for an indefinite period. 
_ It was arranged that the machine meee were to be shut] — 

during his absence, for they were run under his per- 
sonal supervision, and there would be no one to direct them 
; z Pomp burst in upon Frank and cried: 
_ “Marse Frank, eberyting am all ready. 
Bs de wo’d an’ de Explorer will start.” | 
“Good!” cried Frank. “I am glad to hear that. Well, 
my faithful fellow, stand ready to make the start to-morrow 


if nothing happens. Ah, what was that?” 
> A sharp rapping was heard on the door below. 
_ Visitors were never admitted to the drafting-rooms, so 


Yo’ am jes’ t 


aa OT oe. ww 


as The tivo jovial souls embraced each other ne waltzed| — 


Beteuion or desert natives dies might come across. 


- 


9 | some moments gazing at this triumph of inventive genius 


ioned mail ober : ri 


AR 


en =% = likely he sini to see me. € ae ap $: 
Down the stairs Frank went. ee £ Aa 
As he opened the door below he was Hotght fs 
with a patrician and intellectual-looking old man, wl 
well dressed and carried what looked like a medica 
but was really a case of scientific instruments. ’ 
Prof. Alwise wore a white beard, ghich hoe low 
his breast, and was altogether a fine-looking man. : 
He was one of the most noted scientists of the age, a 
he and Frank were warm friends. * 
ws Well, profaen ” cried the young iene warm 


am glad to see you.” 


“The same to you, my boy.” 
“You are all ready ? idee 


chine, the Explorer.” 
“You shall see it.” 
“Ts it all equipped ?” 
2 Every bit. Come this way.” es 
Frank led the way across the sank Passing teeta a : 
door they entered a large building with a high trussed roof. 


Beneath this was the new invention, the famous Desert ; a 
Explorer, which had been designed and built expressly for Cau 
the purpose of discovering and exploring the mysterious 
see et eal city of the Great Sahara. A 


The Desert Explorer stood before the two’ explo ae 
Prof. Alwise, wrapped in aroaeneat stood silent | fo 


He was held literally spellbound. eed i 
“pon my word,” he gasped, finally, “T have never 
anything so wonderful. This is a great triumph.” __ 
Dis Palas, was a four-wheeled vehicle o lage dir 
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But the details would all a volume - wel f 5 
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re ¥, It was a little J anni 80 far as richness of appeiptinanis 


- Above this was built what might be called a square cabin 


| eS the same material, and which extended from the high, 
- pointed dasher in front to the extreme rear of the vehicle. 


_ Above this were sides and a roof of steel netting imper- 
vious to bullets, and sheltering what might be called the 


“upper deck, 


In this were windows with gels and sliding screens. 

Midway. in the netting was a bow-shaped balcony and 
Peidoy of tough plate glass, A railing extended along the 
Rade of the balcony. 

Forward was a section of plate ‘glass windows, and here 
was the steering gear of the vehicle, which enabled the for- 
ward wheels to be turned 1 in any direction. It may be called 
fitly the pilot-house. 

Along the main or lower Rabin there extended an outer 
platform and guard rail. A door opened into the interior 
of the vehicle at this point. 

There were round, bull’s-eye eae in the cabin wall, 
Shich could also be utilized for loopholes in case of an 
attack. | | 
Forward on the high dasher was a light electric dynamite 
“gun, an invention of Frank’s, and for the secret of which 
the various governments of the world had offered fabulous 
sums. | : on | | 
It could throw an explosive projectile a mile with easé. 

Under the dasher was a long steel ram with a sharp 
blade. 


Below this was a prow or cow-catcher similar to 
those in use upon ordinary locomotives. | 


The running gear consisted of four wheels with steel 
tires, spokes and hubs, all driven by rods connecting with 
the electric engines, which were in the lower cabin. 

All these properties were so cleverly adjusted that the 
_ Explorer made a neat, trim and handsome vehicle, 

- This is a rough and incomplete description of the exterior 
of the machine. Frank described all in detail to the protes- 
sor, and then said+” 

“Now let us take a look at the interior.” 

The interior of the machine was indeed a mance thing 


to view. 


- Entering by ite door in the side one stood in the main 
_ cabin, if such it might be called. 


“The main or Ae petit body of the Explorer was made | 0f art as were appropriate and economical in space. 


of thinly rolled but tough steel, capable of resisting a bullet. 


| space, was amen bub there: ae exid 


of small arms, and many bits of bric-a-brac and cach cae 
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As the professor viewed the scene, he cried, impulsively : a 

“Frank, this is grand. Indeed, it is a | 

A little stairway went up to the upper ae or deck, and 
here all was different. 

There were tools and various equipments, lockers filled 


a palace on wheels.” — 


with ammunition and all the necessary articles for defense. 

But the most interesting visit of all was down to the en- 
gine-room, which was below the main cabin. 

‘Here was the wonderful dynamos and electric machinery, 
a secret: invention of Frank’s, by which the Explorer was 
given its motive power. 

This completed the inspection of the wonderful new in- 
vention. 


CHAPTER Il. 


CAIRO AND THE PYRAMIDS, 


To say that Prof, Alwise was delighted would be a mild 
statement. He could hardly find words to express himself. 

“This is the crowning event of my life!” he cried, enthu- 
“To think of traveling across the Sahara 
Only think of the opportu- 
nities I shall have which have been denied other scientists!” 


siastically. 
in such wonderful fashion ! 


“T hope you will not suffer disappointment in your ex- 
pectations,” said Frank. a 
“How can 1?” ) 

“Why, some serious thing might happen to balk your 
plans.” 

“What ?” 

“For instance, we may be overcome by some hostile tribe 
of natives, and the machine be so injured that we would be | 
compelled to abandon the trip.” 

~“T am too old‘a man to bear disappointment keenly,” re- 
plied the professor. “If such a thing happens, well and 
good! It is the decree of Fate! I cannot blame you in any 
way.” | 

“But we shall hope that nothing of the kind will occur,” 
said Frank, confidently. “Now, professor, I would advise 
that you carry all your effects aboard, for we shall start to-. 
morrow, sure.” 

“T will not fail to do that,” replied the scientist. 

With this they left the building. mt 

The professor went back to his hotel, and Frank entered 
his own private office, where he found Pomp. 


| nee i cesar a Mi ried dhe pesca “Here = a 


=i: “A letter ?” exclaimed Frank. 

: - ©Yes, sah; an’ I spec’s how it am bery Sean by de 
looks ob it. It didn’t cum by mail, sah. A gemmen lef’ it 

ak jes’ a lily while ago.” 

_ Frank took the epistle, which was quite voluminous, and 

ed to read it. 

Now, it had been impossible to maintain as a secret the 

3 Bsajectt trip of the Explorer. 

. - The newspapers got hold of the affair, and ever eager for 

interesting news, it traveled fast. 

_ Everybody was interested in the projected scheme. 

_ Not everybody had ever before heard of the buried City of 

_ the Sahara, but they were just as much interested in ‘it. 

2 It seemed that the writer of the letter was one who was 
- more than ordinarily interested, and Frank read with sur- 
‘prise: 


- P oceed 


= Mr. REAveE: 

Tama stranger to you, and no doubt you may think it 
forward i in me to write and ask of you a great favor. But I 
_ think you can give aid to a sorrowing father, and I know 
: you will never refuse to perform a Christian act. 

_ buried city. Now, the favor I would ask is this: 
| years ago I was traveling in the East with my son Harold 
| “and daughter Edith. At that time Edith was about twelve 
and Harold eighteen years old. When a few miles from 
f Cairo we were set upon by Bedouins, and though our guard 
i ae well, a dozen were killed and as many more cap- 
~ tured. Among the unfortunate ones to fall into the power 
of the Bedouins was Harold and my daughter Edith. 

_ They were carried away captives into ae desert, and 
2 cach every effort was made by the Sultan and the Khe- 
a ‘dive, no trace of them has ever been found. 

a ; You can understand the sorrow of my heart, and I am 
_ willing to pay a large reward for their rescue. If it is in 


Some 


3s 


ask 


: Christian act in so doing. 
Yours hopefully, 
Epagar PARCOMBE, 


New York City. 


- Prank read the epistle through twice, then he took up his 
“pen and wrote a telegraph message as follows: 


| ‘Dear Mr. Barcompg,—Your request shall receive my 
q ¢ a1 nest attention. If it is possible for me to find any trace 

of ‘gale lost children during my stay in V6 sai I will 
; cate ipioy on f the a anichost ey : 


I hear that you are going to the Sahara in quest of a 


_, your power to help a sorrowing father you will perform a 


‘answered the call. sae | : 
Then he went hastily about his final preparation fo i 
leaving Readestown. Bae 
Before nightfall all was ready. ay Niemi 
Prof. Alwise had placed all his effects aboard the ns a 


“Ts 


plorer. Meri 
The next morning at an early hour a special train took ; 


the machine and its inmates out of Readestown. : 
A great crowd saw the cue — the travelers ie 
wildly. ie 
Straight to New York ip ae suet Hae all % 
| went aboard a steamer bound for the Mediterranean. | 
The voyage across the Atlantie was without incident . 
of thrilling sort. rat 
_ In due time they passed through the Straits of Gibraltar 
and entered the Mediterranean. The steamer stopped at 
Corsica and Messina, and then proceeded directly to the 
Suez. . | Ie cw 
Here disembarkation was made. The little town was 
electrified by the appearance of the Explorer. ce 
But permits had been obtained from the sultan to pass | 
through the land of the Pharoahs. 4 
So nobody made any attempt to hinder the travelers, — 
he required some little time to adjust the electrical ma- 
chinery, but it was finally accomplished. | 
Then farewell was taken of the people on the tomer 
and as the travelers climbed aboard, away ‘went the Explor- 
er upon its grand trip into the desert. eid 


It was Farnk’s purpose to cut straight into the desert, 

Prof. Alwise had located the sunken city as in ‘the lower 
verge of the Sahara, and a long ways off. i i a 
Leaving Cairo 
on the north the Explorer went booming across the barren 
country, 


So little time was wasted in the vicinity. 


Out-of-the-way roads were taken as much as possible, 

But hamlets were passed. Caravans and traveling Arabs 
were met, and everywhere they threw up their Hands 3 in sur- 
prise and half terror. 

The Explorer was a strange sight to them ee 1 ae 
an example of their curiosity, after leaving each dingy town, 
the machine was followed by a motley horde of horsemen, 


}intent on following and yelling for baksheesh ies dis- 
| tanced. 


Vineyards and groves of figs and olives and. ind 
passed by. Then the sands of the desert burst int 
i lpg eried ane ape hes am de : 


Le 


a bate a ‘cursory glance at flient Frank caused the Ex- 
| ‘Plorer to bear down that way. 


_ There they were surely, the wonder of centuries, those 
_ mighty structures of stone. The party raliias them with 
interest. 


| a -“Bejabers, there was some hod carryin’ to build those 
a _ things,” cried Barney. “Shure, I wondher if they had 
_ sthrikes in those days: re ' 


Ae el ey Golly, dey didn’ hab no Knights ob Labor an I reck- 
. iN on,” cried Pomp. 


“Ebery oder man was a slave.” 
“Begorra, Pm glad I warn’t livin’ thin,” ejaculated Bar- 
a “ney. 
a he Alege oe is indeed fortunate for. you that a: are enjoying 
aps the privileges of the laborer of the present day,” declared 
Prof. Alwise. “They were indeed the much oppressed in 
- those olden days, for it is beyond doubt liek those pyramids 
were built by slaves.” | 


rs iy 


The monuments to the io the dark ages were 

_ quickly left behind, and the machine bore to the southwest. 

This was directly into the heart of the desert, and as the 

i Explorer bowled on over the sands all signs of habitation 
| began to fade from view. | 


Y The day was close and sultry. 
Be All about was the wide, trackless ae of drifting 
“ail sand. 


a It was a desolate and heartless scene, and as the travelers, 


“one and all, reflected upon the mighty perils which they I 


a a were daring, it was not strange that each angilld experi- 
ence a sort of shiver, 
Would the same fate reward them that had overtaken 
thousands of caravans in the past ? 
Frank Reade, "3 r., was the most confident of any. 
| ‘He knew his machine well, and that it could not be easily 
“overcome by the desert storms. 
. It was well equipped for sibhsel “Peden any of the wander- 
ing Arab tribes. 
out of the question, 
There were supplies aboard for a period of three months, 
4 It was not likely that they would be that length of time 
in the desert. 
The day was a stifling one. 
All donned light suits, built for the climate, of white 
: 3 duck, and cork hats, such as are used by explorers in India. 
i lt Thus equipped, they were able to keep quite comfortable. 
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“Shure, I’d niver carry the hod for ae barbarians.” 


| comes cool, and it was even chilly. 


until near midnight. 


As for the danger of starvation, that was 


Airiccataa i the fs created some current of air, 


pes EXPLORER. 


- ‘The way she bowled on over the desert was a cligh t 0 
all on board. ae 

Her broad-tired wheels rolled over the sands with t 
greatest of ease be Neeanite the tremendous weight. 


|The desert now, began to assume an uneven and rolling 


aspect. 
Soon dark shadows began to creep up from the horizon. 
With the sinking of the sun, as is the case in all level coun- 
tries, darkness came on immediately. ine 
Frank turned on the searchlight, and for two miles ahead 
it showed up a pathway of brilliant light. 
It would have been possible o travel by night, but Fran 
decided not to do so. 
| So he said: 
“We'll camp here.” 
The machine was brought to a halt upon the top of a 
roll in the plain. , 5 
Frank shut off the engines, and Barney and Pomp f or0 
ceeded to. make all ready for remaining in the vo over 
night. 
Pomp was a dandy gook, and soon had a steaming repast 
in the little cabin. 


With the coming of night in the desert, the air always bes 


Yet for all this the travelers remained long on the uppa : 
deck. Cas 
Barney brought out his fiddle and played some Irish jigs. 
Pomp produced his banjo and sang plantation melodies 

Then Frank and Prof. Alwise turned in. iy 

It was arranged to divide the watch between Barney a and 
Pomp. 

Pomp went below for a brief snooze e and Barney took u up 
the task of sentinel. 

The Celt had not been long at his post when a strange 
sound came to his ears., It was a distant, prolonged howl 

“Bejabers, that’s quare!” he muttered. “If I didn’ 
know betther, I’d swear I was out on the American pam 
an’ that was a kyote!” 

He went to the rail and listened long to the distant ae 
zling sounds. 


CHAPTER III. 


BARNEY BAGS SOME GAME. 


The yelps and howls now seemed to come from all points 
‘of the Render and eae hoe “—o nepiretion ex: 


Lave Ah Alay. \, a " at 
ee jie he A 7h , ‘ . t)% 
m L nh 5Y SOC 0. ay 

bye At 


& went at once to the asia. 
It was but a moment’s work to turn it on. Out onto the 
desert flashed the pathway of light. - 


_ Wherever it struck, uncouth figures galitped out of sight 
into the gloom. 


Once Barney caught a good, fair glimpse of one i them, 
and an instant comprehension burst upon him. 

“Bedad,_ it’s hyenas they are!” he cried; “shure, there’s 
mi ions av thim.” 

a The hyena is the scavenger of the desert. 

i Woe to the luckless traveler who falls exhausted after 
h rk. If he is at all helpless, before morn the dread hyena 


will find him and rend him to pieces. 


_ Wherever caravans sink and perish there the hiyetta finds 
upation. A loathsome, hideous animal they are. 
_ Barney knew that they were hundreds in number about 


~ 


ik 
« | 


/ the machine. 
_ The Celt was possessed of a keen desire to exterminate 
a b few of them, but if he fired at them he would’rouse the 
: ers on board. ¢ 

Bas a different idea occurred to him, and he hastened to 
put it into execution. 


cof wire from the dynamos out upon the plain for fully a 
“hundred yards. = 

ta The beasts were snapping all about him, but none of 
= dared to attack him. 

pe troey made a few circles with the wire and then re- 
ed to the Explorer. | 

It was easy work to connect the wire and the dynamos, 
jens the latter at work. 

_ A terrific current surged over the wire. 

The Celt knew that sooner or later some of the beasts 
Gould run across it. 


Feat 


Ro 


oe 


—s 


oe 


0 bear on the spot, waited for the fun. 
| He had not long to wait. _ 

| The hyenas went scurrying back and forth across the 
: ; thway of light. Suddenly one of them struck the wire. 
ind a dead hyena lay on the sand. 4 

_ The shock had proved instantaneously fatal. 

"i There was a moment’s lull, and then down upon the dead 
if vena descended a score of ravenous beasts, 

_ They did not scruple to eat one of their number, when 
; or dead. In a few moments nothing would he 
ha the Ls pilebinies beast but stg pais 


ng hyenas, 
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_ Descending to the lower platform, he carried a long coil | 


'. Then he hurried on deck, and bringing the searchlight 


“DESERT EXPLORER. a 
The reel was evning. 

hurled. Each shock was aly : 
Unwitting of the cause of the death of dini mates ot 


ravenous beasts kept on coming. — | x 
Not until they were piled so deep on the wire that much 
of the force of the current was lost, did they desis. : i 


Then the shock received, while it was not fatal, at least 
was a sufficient warning to the remaining hee to send 
them yelping in terror across the plain. | 

Barney was a delighted witness of the me. are of the 


electric current, ’ eS 
The Celt placed his hands on his sides ae roared with 2 
laughter. To him it was very funny. a 3 psa 


This had reached Pomp’s ears below, and ke frost ‘come | " 
scrambling up. It was near time for oe : 
anyway. | : eae ch y 

“Ki dar, I’ish, wha’ am yo’ up a anyway ? ae cried the a as: a 

° oe 

“Shure, wud yer luk for yersilf?” cried the amused 
Celt. “If yez can bag more game than that in wan noight, 
let me see yez do it.” pee 

The darky, in utter amazement, gazed at the spectacle. i ‘ 

“Fo’ de lan’s sake!” he gasped, “howebber, chile, did yo” ee 
kill so many ob dem critters as all dat? ne 


tonished darky.. 


“Can’t yez see for yersilf?” 
“Wid de wire, chile?” 

“Tvery bit.” ~ | — 
“Golly fo’ glory! Dat am de biggest sight I eber seed id 
mah life.’ Dat makes me fink ob de time I used a go ue 
sum huntin’ down in Georgy ——” 


Don’t yez go givin’ Ve 
any Munchaussy stories. If yez do, bégorra, I’ll hit yet wid 
a cloob !” 6 
“Yo? don’ want to try fo’ to do dat fing, chile.” Le te, 
“Well, go on wid yer sthory.” | ale is Ae 
“Well, me an’ ole Marse Godfrey went out possuming one 
night. Ole marse he carry de bag an’ I jes’ go along an’ hit Me 
dem off de branches wif a stick. Well, we jes’ got in a pce 
ob ole scrub oak when ole marse he say: ‘Clar fo’ goodness, a 
Pomp, I nebber seed sich a lot ob possums in one place ‘ 
afore in mah life.’ | 


“ Arrah, howld on now, naygur. 


“ “Fol yo’ place, honey,’ I says. ‘Jes’ keep de end ob dat 
bag open.’ An’ den I began knockin’ dem possums down » 
an’ puttin ob dem in de bag. Well, fo’ de Lor’s sakes, chile, sa 
we fill dat bag an’ Lee, went around knockin’ oh em down a 
fo’ fun. | | 


i Ole marse Meh e ‘T pee casas it am jes: 
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wif de big waggin.’ 


But) jes’ at dat moment 7, wuz 


tuk wif a weakness in de knees: an’ jes’ knowed I nebher 
a _ eud walk up to de house so a happy thought jes’ struck me. 


- “Sol? on, Marse Godfrey,’ I sez. ‘I hab a plan wuff two 


‘ ob dat. Jes’ yo’ wait one lily moment.’ Den I went ober to 


a wire fence neah by, an’ peeled off a long coil ob dat wire. 


Tt mus’ hab been a harf mile long. 


“T'en, as fast as ole marse knocked de possums off de 
trees where dey was hangin’ by dere tails, I jes’ strung ’em 


on de wire like dey was beads, rWell, clar fo’ goodness, 
honey, we jes’ cleaned out dat sik grove, am’ filled dat harf 


mile ob wire chuck up wif possums. When morning cum we 


jes’ counted dem, an’ how many possums dose yo’ spose 


was on dat wire?” 
“Will yez say yu 
Jes’ four thousand an’ one. I frowed dat one away 
fo’ to make de number eben for luck.” 


Barney glared at Pomp for a moment, then with a wild 


whoop he dashed forward, making a crack at him. 
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af bat be 
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Yo don’ gay?” be oe 


“T'll give yez four tou- 
Have at 


“Yez infernal loiar!” he yelled. 
sand and one tumps for tellin’ me sich a loie. 


yen! 1») 


“Keep yo 5 ee s off me, chile ig ities’ Pomp. 
But the next moment they were rolling on the deck of 
the wagon in a lively wrestle. | 


In the excitement of the struggle neither, gave yeh 
to the gangway near, aes led down the side of he vehicle 
to the ground. 3 


Rolling over and over, the two jokers suddenly went } 


plunging down this, They struck the ground-with a force 


iia momentarily stunned them. 

Barney was the first up, and as he gained his feet he 
was about to make another dive at Pomp, when a sight 
caught his eye which gave him a shock and drove all fur- 
ther thoughts of frolic for the time being from his mind. 

Down the pathway of light from the searchlight he saw 
a body of horsemen. 


They were half a mile distant vane dreary waste. 
- Yet Barney could see that they were making for the 
wagon full speed. 


_“Whurroo!” he yelled. “Wud yez git up, naygur, quick! 


yebure, there’s danger comin’ !” 


_ The Celt’s startling words at once sobered Pomp. 
He was upon his feet instanter. 


“Wha’ am a de beabhle, 


Tish? | 


‘Then he. shea ae also ‘caught ight of the ong 


“Tt am de Arabs! !” he cried. “Git aboard dar, re 


f. + 
as quick as yo’ can. We’se gwine to wake Marse Frank.” 


But Barney needed no prompting. 

He was already scaling the gang ladder. Pomp went wp, 
also, and they drew the ladder after them. 

Then Barney rushed into the piel ey and | touchec ; 
an electric button. : 


There was a thrilling alarm given by a resounding be 
which brought the sleepers out of their berths. 

Frank Reade, Jr., half dressed, came dase upon deck. 
The professor was just behind him. 

“What’s the matter?” cried the young inventor, excitedly. 
“Did you ring the alarm, Barney?” 

“Wud yez luk?” cried the Celt. eae ee 

He pointed down the pathway of light. The thud of 
horses’ hoofs in the sand could now be heard, and the whole 
cavalcade pulled up not a hundered yards distant. 

They were seen as plainly as in broad daylight, 

It was easily seen that they were of the genus Arab; wild 
and lawless, and armed to the teeth. 

They were fully a hundred in number, and their general 
appearance would seem to indicate that they meant busi 
ness. 3 : 

For a moment they sat upon their superb steeds in the 
electric light, looking like statues. a 

Wild and picturesque objects were those lawless children 
of the desert. It was evidently the electric light which had 
attracted them to the spot from miles away. 

‘They regarded the wagon plainly with sheer arn 
Frank went to the searchlight and focussed its rays full 
upon them. , 

The Arabs instinctively shielded their eyes at this, and 
several of them wheeled their horses and drew their yata 
ghans or swords. 

“Mercy!” exclaimed Prof. Aawise, “are they going ta 
attack us?” ~~ 4 

“We will guard against that,” said Frank, as he went tc 
the dasher and covered the troop with the electric gun, at 


the same moment putting. a projectile in the breech. 


- But at this moment one of the Arabs rode nearer the Ex 
plorer, waving his lance. 
"Tt was evident that he wished to open a parley. 

Frank stepped to the rail and made a friendly signal 
The fellow now drew quite near. 

His horse pranced and neighed in fear of the electric 
light, but the Arab chieftain showed himself a superb horse 
man, and controlled ‘him easily. 


> 


Then in French he cried: _ 
wie: TAeod, | cate ee ‘What Sah ee hi ka eat 
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Under; Suit City,” replied Peak: boldly. 
. The shiek reeled in his saddle, and for a moment seemed 
} ly excited. Then he made a warning gesture. 


CHAPTER IV. 
HORRORS oF F THE DESERT. — 


o _Bitend, the American is wise and clever !” he ‘cried. 
b L s caravan goes on wheels, and is a wonderful chariot, 
4 he will never find the city underground; that is a secret 


he deep sands. Go back to Cairo!” 

. "The sheik’s manner was impressive and his words forcible. 
ie: To Prof. Alwise they seemed to carry a terrifying ring, 
for he said nervously: 

fy _ “Frank, I am afraid we are a bit rash in venturing here 
without a guard from the sultan.” 

. g “Guard be hanged!” cried Frank, impatiently. “What 
di lo I care for such threats? Why, one touch of my finger, 
ar nd with my electric gun yonder I can blow him and his 


‘i y crew into eternity.” 

Prof, Alwise felt the conviction of Frank’s words, yet 
‘fe e had a wholesome horror of taking human life. 

L: “T hope we will not have to do that,” he said. 


yt they do I promise you they shall get the worst OE 3b. 
i he made reply to the sheik. 

1 oe ty Arab friend,” he said, pointedly, “I’m not going to 
aave.any trouble with you if I can help it. But I am in the 
to find the Underground City. I shall not turn 
Jack 1” 
& Something like a Mahometan curse dropped from the 
at eik’s lips. s ; 
. “Then you will not accept the warning?” he hissed. 
é Teas must decline to.” 

“By the beard of the prophet, then, you shall go no fur- 
ther. When Bel Ashan says that, all the tribes of Mahomet 


od 


‘ror m Mecca to Deccan will rise against thee. Take the 
oa ap o 1? 

i wi ith this the sheik wheeled his horse and dashed away. 
| The troop of Arabs circled their horses in echelon for a 
moment, and then they discharged their guns in the air 
a 4 | went racing away over the sandy plain like a whirlwind. 


| The flashed out of the radius of the ee. and were 
ns astantly lost to view. rh 


t the desert. Thousands like effendi now lie dead under 


way.” | Co 


more,” eried Barney. 


“We will not if they do not trouble us,” replied Frank. | 


DM nid more of aie was seen that wight, : But there) é 


}in discussing the situation. 


trouble with those fellows,” qe the ps f 
itively. 
“Undoubtedly,” agreed Frank “but I do n6h ae 
need fear them greatly. I have no doubt but that we can 
handle them all right enough.” | 
“TI hope so,” said the scientist, with a aoe of = hov 
ders. , 


thes were in hot coe ge thinking.” _ a e * 
“Dat am de kind ob talk!” spluttered Pomp. “ ef done 
fink de bes’ fing we can do is to gib dem a good lickin’,” 9 i 
“Roight yez are for wanst, naygur!” ried Bamey, i 
“Shure, we're bound to agree on that pint, any co 


heartily. 


“Tt ain’t no fault ob mine dat we don’ agree all de time, He : i 
declared Pomp, stiffly. “When yo’ kin quit jollyin’ dis ay 
chile, den we’se gwine fo’ to talk about peace.” © 

Pejabers if that’s what trubbles ye don’t yez worry any si 2 
“Ts aven up we air, an’ if yez say : 
the worrud, all past debts are off an’ we are square.” ean a 
“Does yo’ mean dat?” ? a ia 


Pomp approached until he could look deep into Barneys 


lively blue eyes. 


“Tvery worrud av it.” | ae i : 
“Den, by golly, it’s a go!” cried the coon. “We am quit 
square. An’ now I reckon we’se gwine to go an’ lick’ dem 
sharks ob Arabs out ob dere boots.” — WG, 
“Begorra, I’m wid yez!” | pee 
But like all ante efforts it 
was destined to prove a hollow one, a all 
Morning came, and at the first breaking of light | in nthe ik 


East the Explorer was under way. — UA a aa am : 


So the truce was made. 


Once more it went skimming over the desert sands, Ue : a 
Frank held strictly to his course, and straight to : 
southward the machine kept on. N othing was seen 2 i 
Bel Ashan or his gang of Bedouins, Pea. i a. 4 


the shar in that ms of the desert. : 
The sun came ei hot aod aie and or 


ig see 


far as the eye could 1 reach, all that sont be seen was a level 


“We must look out for the deadly simoon.” 
“But how can we do-that?” - 


Bae who was in the creeds suddenly ae the 
eee machine to a halt. 

Frank and Prof, Alwise came rushing forward. 
“What's the matter, Barney?” cried the young inventor. 
uate “Shure, sor, I’m not knowing mesilf phwat it is!” cried 
as the Celt. “Wud'yez luk over yender?” 

iat ‘All looked in the direction indicated, and there in the 
ie sands was seen a long line of ivory whiteness. 

a, Great heavens! iy cried frank “ they are bleaching 


The professor shook his bead 
“T doubt if we can do that.” 
“You do?” 
“Yes? 

6é Why + O99 
“The sand storm comes on very suddenly, and travel ns 
very swiftly, veers in its course, so no matter what directior 
you choose, it would be all luck and chance in ha it 
“Indeed? ee 
“Tt is true.” a i 
“Well,” said Frank, with a light laugh, “we won’t horror 
any trouble. We will wait until we reach the bridge beton 


co 2] 
“ 


“bores!” 
“Bones, is it, sor! o” re the es " phwit wud be afther 


_ bringing av thim here?” 
~ Frank took the wheel and ran the machine nearer $6 the 


line of white. ae 
ld There was no doubt of the truth of his statement. 
\’ +. For miles ahead there extended the glistening white line, 


heaps of bones strewn along irregularly. 


we cross it.” : 
The Explorer now returned to its course and ran 0! 
swiftly. ia 


The hours passed. 


Taniees “i | The sun had passed the meridian, and was on its doy rT 
+ Some were human bones, others were of camels and} : 


horses. There were also remains of saddles, rusted guns, 
i - swords, and other articles too numerous to mention. 
nea “A caravan !” cried Frank, “ Overtaken by a sand storm 
A q or some terrible wave of heat it has been stricken down in 


ward course. ‘The heat was intense. 
It seemed literally stifling in its intensity. All were gla 


? 
to sit under an awning forward and cajole a breeze mat 


prodigious fans, 
, “Whew!” exclaimed Prof. Alwise. “If it is hotter tha : 
this in Hades, I hope I may escape it.” “i 


its tracks.” 

This was evidently true. 

All had heard of the dreaded simoon and lk well 
enough what it meant. A caravan, miles in length, and 
carrying no doubt thousands of dollars’ worth of rich goods, 
had thus met its destruction. eer dae 


“TI certainly hope you will, professor,” ioueaae ses 
-“T don’t intend to get there if I can help it.” : : 
“Golly, I amn’t so shuah ’bout dat V’ishman,” said Pom 


with a mischievous twinkle in his eyes. ie |. 


“Don’t yez give up worrying about yesilf,” platen 


The travelers gazed upon the cna scene with strange 
Barney, in dignantly. “T’ll take me chances wid yez an 


"sensations. | = : 
a What mute evidence this was of the by no means exag+ 
- gerated perils of the desert! | 

Tis voracious maw had swallowed up many a human life, 


time !”” | 
“T reckon dat yo’ wud git left.” 
“Begorra, av I did, divil a bit av help I’d axe from r 
loikes of yez.” | 
“Sh, don’t get embroiled this hot day!” cried beara 
provingly. “That would be foolish.” 


‘4 hi “me any a host such as this, 
| a Many a treasure lay beneath its shifting sands. Hun- 
o dreds, thousands of unwitting victims had found their last 
| The two irrepressible jokers quieted down, and aes 
Pomp went below to prepare a cool supper. 
A dull misty haze had seemed to appear on the horiat 
At least it seemed like a mist, and it rose in a migh' 
wall just ahead. 
This was noted by the travelers, and Frank exclaimed : 
: “Merey on us, I hope that is nota besa storm !” gs : 
| “Indeed : ast like at, a 


bes resting place there. 

The Explorer wes allowed to follow the course " the car- 
) avan for some ways. 

It was a sickening, horrible sight to see those human 
o © tkeletons bleaching there in the hot sun. 

ae cae ae are Jee ite ae victims,” declared Frank. 


pas ‘sprang to the wheel —S stood an to change 
e course of the machine. 

= even as they gazed, the wall of mist seemed to roll 
= as by magic, and’ a scene too beautiful for adequate | 
description burst upon the astonished view of the party. 

_ There were green slopes and beautiful valleys. A city 
with walls of white shone resplendent beyond. 

B Shepherds tended their flocks upon the sunny slopes, and | 
Laan. soft atmosphere was over all. 

| : It was like a glimpse of paradise, and the travelers gazed 
}apon it spellbound for some while before a true conviction | 
pt its meaning dawned upon them. 

it _ Then the cry burst unanimously from their lips : 

| “The mirage !” 

' It was indeed the famed mirage of the Great Desert. 


ae 
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mg of the pangs of heat, hunger and thirst, at found 80 
talizingly before his vision. 

, Beyond conception it hung there before his gaze, while 
eas canta ran ee on toward it. 
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CHAPTER YV. 
THE DEADLY SIMOON. 


i A veritable land of promise the mirage seemed. “all! 
azed at it in wonderment and admiration. 


a “Tf paradise is really as beautiful as that, I shall 
e indeed well satisfied to go there.” 
: F “Besorra, I can’t make up me moind that it ain’t real !” 


vied Barney. 


‘ways preceded by a mirage. 
arning ?” 


4ventor stepped into the pilot-house. 

, _ There hung the huge barometer, and Frank consulted it} 
ot without apprehension, 

1As he turned to the professor the expression upon his 
ac e was a disturbed one. 


ares Frank. 
‘he professor shrugged his shoulders, bain 
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That wondrous spectacle which many a poor wretch, dy- 


| “Is it not beautiful!” cried Prof. Alwise, enthusias-. resistlessly down toward the Explorer. 


| to _the storm. 


Frank and the professor exchanged glances. The young | dream. 


could see nothing a yard away, 


Prof. Alwise, forgetting himself, made a move to open a i 
“phe indications are that we are to have a heavy storm ! !” | window. 


declared. mn Gonski we find some shdlene, : as 
abouts?” ee ae 
But only the mirage, now fast fading, bore any resem- 
blance to such a thing, a 
Frank did change the course of the esto to that 
quarter in which he felt sure safety would be found. __ 
Now that the mirage had faded, the air was gale 
| dead and stifling. 
Indeed it was difficult breathing for ait a the aici, | 
Frank was firmly convinced that the sifnoon was close at 
jhand. - ge 
Already he fancied he felt its Hehe hot tench ee 
his cheek. If all remained on deck, the chances were they : 
would be stifled. | sae ; ee 
So Frank cried: e 


“Come into the cabin, every one. 


Close every window i 
and door! }??. ih 


Barney and Pomp haeioned to obey. Le 5 ee - 8 
Frank’s theory was to meet the storm by remaining in | i 
the > cabin until the poisonous blast had passed. | " 
ote believed that there would be sufficient air to last in : : 
the cabin until the storm should pass. It was necessary to os " 
make the cabin as tight as possible to avoid the outside ne 


pressure from displacing the air in the cabin and suffocat- _ 
ing those in it, 


Soon it became certain that the simoon was coming. 4 a & 
In the far east a mighty yellow wave seemed to be rolling 


hes 


Frank turned the machine about s so that it was head on : 


Then all waited its coming. 
They had not long to wait, 


~~ 


Like a fearful cloud be os 


= But even as me) aie a part of the vision began to fade ; swooped down over the desert. 


The first shock seemed to pay lift the brane aad 


| threatened to overturn it. 


a 


But sand swept about its running gear and speedily an- ; 


“ T have heard it said that the most-térrible simone are | chored it. As it was, however, the “as mast above the dome ma 
Do you believe this is a| snapped like a pipe stem. ae e 


Then what followed wag ever after to the travelers like a 


Tt seemed as if all the furies stormed about the machine, 
_ Part of the time the air was as black as Hrebus, and one 


The atmosphere in the machine went up to a stifling han us | 


But Frank clutched his wiaiel; ie 
“No, no!” he cried; es, will never d 


Vis, pOr | ae 
- Frank rose and re the first time looked out of the ' v 


dow. What he beheld was an astounding sight. — 
~The plain seemed to extend away as far as the eye c 
reach upon a dead level with the window. 
Miles of level sand in every direction, and the lower part 
of the machine was buried in it completely. ) a 
The travelers climbed out of the window and looked about 
them. | a 
The machine was fully four feet beneath the level of th 
desert. The wind storm had thus changed the level of t 
section completely. 


_ A more astounding it ulead could hardly be imag 


’ 


se but ZUR is No air Said: It isa furnace !” 
z mo “True! I had eas le pe | | 


- ‘Their eyes eee. Perspiration was ne fi every 
“pore, and their tongues seemed to be drying in a horrible 
ae ‘manner. Death was close upon them. 
nee za But a few minutes more and they would have succumbed. 
>. In that few minutes the storm passed. 

‘The simoon passes away as suddenly as it comes. 

Fe It is fortunate for the desert traveler that this is so. 

3 ~ Instinctively the camel buries his nose in the sand at its 
_ approach. The Arab wraps himself in his shawl and covers 
his face, lying flat on the ground and praying to Mahomet. 

If he can manage to breathe the necessary length of time, 

__,and the’ sand does not bury him too deep, his life is spared. 
But there are many chances against his success in this. 

Often whole caravans fail to outlast the furnace-like 


\ 


ined. , 
Moreover, it was by no means a pleasing thing to con 
template. cS 

How to extricate the Explorer from its sandy bed was i 
perplexing question. 

Frank walked about on the shifting cands for some mo 
ments in perplexity. 

The sand storm was a whirling poe upon. “ihe horizoy 
now. It had passed on with great swiftness. 

“Well, we’re badly stuck, are we not?” cried Prof. Al 
wise, ‘How can we ever get out of this serape, Frank?” 

“Tt is not going to be easy,”’ ele the young inventor : 


blast, and succumb to its fury. 


Leaving their bones to bleach and burn in the desert, 
as a horrible warning to all travelers, 


i . | Frank was the first to recover. 
He scrambled to his feet and rushed to a aia ie 


7 ne it open. 3 
. Fe ‘the cabin rushed a dean of cooling air. 
“Tt was an intoxicating relief to the stricken men. All| 


“Really, I.can see but one way.” 

“And that?” * 
“Ts to dig our way out !” 
“Tt will take a good while.” : 
“Yet it must be done.” ae 
Barney and Pomp looked questioningly at Frank. 
“Say de wo’d, Marse Frank!” cried Pomp. 


| crept to the window and drank itin. ~ 
“My goodness, that was a close call! !” declared the pro- 
fessor... : 
“A little more and we would have bece gone!” declared | 
Frank, > 


ays = ” 
You are right. “T’m ready, sor,” averred Barney. 


ms “We can now truly ee the advantages of pure} “Then get at it,” cried Frank. “The sooner it is done th 

air.” ‘ : better. It may be days before we can get. the running Be 
; “Tt is sweeter than nectar.” in order again.” 

It is a merciful peculiarity of the simoon that it is always} «yyol]. durins the delay I will interest myself studyir 

followed by a cooling wind. — the phenomena of the region,’ declared the professor. 
It is as if all the heat of the region had become concen-| «Voy will have plenty of leisure,” said Frank, “I 

trated in that one fearful blast of stifling air, leaving only promise you. However, I wish you luck.” ae 

aes the cool behind. But a cloud crossed the professor’s face. 

~ _. _ The travelers hung by the window for some tame drinking. 1s “Ah 62 he exclaimed: 


in tl the cool air. “What is the matter?” 


“Suppose the Arabs should come aneu us now!’ 
\. It was a dismaying reflection. But Frank had consider 
it already. 

“Well,” he said, “we would have to Tnaake the best of it. 
_ | Even. as they spoke they both vaio 3 tumed a 
| : ‘ Cate aoe the | aphuath 


Then Barney recovered strength enough to rise over the 
Os and look out. 

As he did so an excited ery escaped his ise 

by ‘Bejabers, wud yez luk at the sec av that?” he cried. 
G a Shure, y it’s ees we are! iy 


Se 
5 


re 1k knew well that -sanleilly a horde of ‘Arabs followed . 


: : “Then fon aa heliveve it | 
) : path of every storm of the kind, looking for i | 


italy not.” ca “ae 
“But why should it seem So sinrensonahla! aaa 
“T don’t see how you can hardly ask that iection, os 
| Mahometan is a natural enemy of the Christian, and a 
where ‘and under any cireumstances like the present t 
| will strike him down.” | 


Frank’s enews was verified. 


The Se !” gasped Frank. | 
‘It is true!” 

‘Begorra, we niver kin dig the machine out in toime,” 
d Barney. . : 
Frank turned a little le 

“What is to be done?” gasped the scientist. — 

4 “There is but one thing,” said Frank, with sudden force. 
“What?” 

“Prepare to defend our lives. Back into the cabin. Bring 
pete ey weapon and necessary ammunition. We must pre- 
| are for a hard fight.” | 
en one in the party felt and apreciaed the sieip 
f Frank’s words. 

q | There was no doubt but that they were in for a battle 
with the Arabs. Whether of Bel Ashan’s trib or not it was| 
ot easy to say. are 

_ Barney and Pomp rushed below and brought up the 
be Hes and cartridges. 

- Then every window was closed with bullet-proof screens, 
a = the loopholes were opened. 


Bs ) 


n 


| in token oe a parley. 
Frank appeared at a window. 


ers 


The Arab halted his steed not twenty yards away, and at if 
| sight of Frank addressed him in Arabic. _ y 
Frank shook his head to indicate that he did not Funder 
stand. a 


But Frank now spoke in French, 
“Do you talk French?” he asked. 
The fellow’s face lit up. | a 
“Yes,” he replied. : Vaee ‘ con | 
“Then proceed. What is your wish?” : ss 
“We are men from the tribe of Mahmoud Bey What uy 

| you in the desert?” Res 


i 
i 
Hi 


eh 
Lett) 
lp 


“We are searching for the Underground City,” rid 
Frank. “Leave us to our own device.” 
_ The Arab spokesman gave a violent start. He regarded 
| Frank keenly. 

“You are not French?” he asked. 

“No—we are Americans.” | Miia 

“Ah, I have heard of your people, effendi. What — : 
a chariot is that in which you are?” | vie 

“Tt is one which is deadly to the touch of any but its 
occupants,” replied Frank. 

The Arab looked incredulous. regret, Ma al 

“T will report to the good sheik,” he said, “ and then vd ae i 
will let us come into your chariot?” ee 

“No,” replied Frank, decidedly. “I only ask that le ‘ 
go on and leave us. We do not want to make a near ac its 
quaintance with anybody. Go on and leave us.” pais 


“T will carry your request to the sheik, I will return.” 
The fellow wheeled his ape and rode away toward the 
waiting band. 


An excited discussion evidently took place there ; then fel as 
horseman was seen returning. fi 


Bini once more appeared at the aes of me ese : man 


eg See Tee 


D ievery moment the troop of Ava horsemen. became better 
isible on the horizon. Nearer they drew. 

i & they were not a half mile distant. At their head] 
de a fierce-looking sheik with flowing gray beard. 

‘They had sighted the machine and were bearing down for 
BE Not until within two hundred yards of the machine did} 
ey halt. Then they sat there upon their horses regarding 
fe Pnried machine for some time in apparent silent aston- 
hment. 

“Well, they are taking a oa look at us,” said Frank. 
| “Perhaps they are inclined to be friendly,” said Prof. 
ba wise. “Tf so, I shall be very glad, for warfare will be 


= he ameenanyeacoy veers te on set 
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CHAPTER VI. 


RESCUED FROM BONDAGE. 


F But Frank nile at this notion of the scientist. 
: 9 ona deceive pont with dae such ance as that! \? 


horse, ae will you erie eo? 
it My range the dibnaes El Mahmoud en 


lif we can only kape thim out av range we can be wee: ) 
| ging the machine out just the same.” | 
This looked reasonable, and ‘cheered the spirits of a 
But at this moment a new and unlooked-for incider 


octurred, 
Pomp chanced to glance out of the window, and an ex- 5 

clamation escaped his lips. ? 
“Golly, Marse Frank; what am dat?” 
Frank was quickly by his side. 


i x oe ae ccornfully. are, 
- Not a os he replied. “Go back and ons your 


The 2 fllBw’ 8 eyes Routed sa he drew his keen scimeter and 
~ “flourished the blade. 


¢ aS 
bal gt bw Ae 
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A “hy warn “you io da ptiack ue @brted ‘Penile “We are} He saw the cause of the darky’s exclamation at once. 
About on the sands were strewn the bodies of the Arabs, | 


stricken down by the bullets of the Americans. 


- “not to be trifled with, I assure you. Go back to your-mas- 
A < ter and tell him I will blow him into perdition if he dares 
a attack me!” en 

: The fellow muttered a an “Arabic ¢ curse. “Then he wheeled 
. his horse and rode away. 


Peg 


But one of these, seemingly not so badly wounded as the — 
others, had crept almost up to the window. ; 

His handsome bronzed face was not that of an Arab, and 
‘The message sent by Frank evidently did not please the his blue eyes shone with an eager light, as he cried in un- : 


mistakable English: 


- 


a “Arabs, for they gave way to a chorus of angry yells. 

74 hen they deployed in a pec and. fired ¢ a Hho at 
_ the machine. 

* The bullets rattled sharply against the metal Phild of 
Ha) the Explorer. No damage was done. : 
“Steady !” said Frank, coolly. “Each pick his man and| 
make every shot tell.” - 


“Mercy, good friends! I am one of you. Take me in, . 
for the love of God! It is my one hope of ine ni from a life 
of dreadful exile and bondage !” : a € 


Chi eee SOE 
eure ite Se 


“Great Heaven !” gasped Frank; “who are you?” 

“Ask me not now. I am one of your countrymen.” — 

‘An American?” 

: This command was heeded. 

@ The defenders of the Explorer fired, and three saddles 
were emptied. It was a surprise to the Arabs. 

ib But they uttered mad yells, and now started for the ma- 

¢ chine like a whirlwind. 


“Yes, yes! Oh, for mercy’s sake take me in before Iba 
return to the attack, or they will kill me!” | 
Frank instantly threw open the window. The next mo-— 
ment the pleader for mercy sprang into the cabin. Re 
| “Thank God!” he cried, as he stood erect and handsome, 
“Steady!” cried Frank again, ; 
As fast as the defenders could load and fire they did so. 


a ‘Man after man ‘dropped from his saddle. 


Within four or five feet of the Explorer the Arabs rode. 
Wheeling their horses and making savage blows at the win- 
dows with their swords as they passed. 

But the steel screens withstood the terrific blows. The 

assailants could not hack their way into the machine. 

‘ After a fierce fight and ineffectual attempt to break into 
» the machine, they rode away out of range to consider a new 
course of action. 

_* “Hurrah!” shouted Prof. Alwise. “We have got the 
best of them !” 

's . “Begorra, it’s whipped they are!” shouted Barney, 
“Golly, we’se jes’ too many fo’ de rapscallions!” cried 
Pomp. 


“Tam saved! Once more among my countrymen !” — Ci 

An astonished cry 5 a the lips af the Explorers 
party. 

“Why, he is really one of our own people!” cried Prof. 
Alwise. | 

“Yes,” cried the rescued man, “I am one of you. Do | 
not fear treachery. My story is simple. For years I have 
been in bondage among those Arabs. Cruel is the trea: at= 
ment I have received, but this is the trick by which I have 
escaped them.” — 


“But you are wounded | 

“No; not a scratch. The tumble from my horse was 
intentional and my action feigned. It was a ruse to CS- 
cape them !” 

“Well done!” cried Frank, heartily. “Well, my man, 
you are welcome, But you shall tell your story.” 

“That I will!” cried the handsome young fellow, cheer-_ 
ily; “but it is a long story, and suppose we wait until later, 
when we shall be less oceupied...The Arabs sine return to 
the attack at any, moment.” 

“You should know them well? 


nal But Frank looked grave. 
_ “The worst is to come,” he said. “They will attack us 
i no cc by night. Moreover, they may lay siege 


” said Barney, ruefully. “Niver moind, } 


“y ought to. I have been four years among them.” 
“The Sheik Mahmoud—what sort of a man is he?” 
3 “A murderous wretch, I can assure you. He is not to be 


# 


“Like all of his nationality.” 

“Exactly.” . 

“You think he will try his best to overcome us ?” 

eT do. ” 

“What will he do if he fails to break a way in here?” 

The young American shrugged his shoulders. ; 

“He averred an intention of besieging you, but-——” 

“What?” 

“His success will all depend upon how much water you 
P have aboard, as well as eatables.” 

“We have enough for two weeks,” replied Frank. 

“Oh, well, then you are all right. His supply of water 

a will be exhausted in two days. He will be entirely out then, 
_ and you know it is a day’s hard ride to the Oasis of Kodan, 

and in the desert without water is equivalent to death.” 

| All had, listened to this statement with deepest interest. 
The words of the young bondman of the Arabs made a 

deep impression. | 

“Then you think we have rather the best of it?” asked 


miles under the oe The sand did not fill re hails: ° 4 
ings, is the streets, ape as ee were in Last Cc es arched : 


Salah} dit 


fect. as the day it was built, and that must have been a a full 
thousand years ago.” gas esa 

_ The travelers listened to this wonderful description lth 
mouths agape. Then Frank said: ! 

“Are there any other tribes occupying this pomteatal: 
| city but Bel Ashan’s ?” | ee ; 

“No,” was the youth’s reply. “And he saeigtae the see 
only at certain times when he brings plunder to the og 
to divide with uae lawless crew.” 


es 


CHAPTER VII. 
a THE OASIS OF KODAN. 
But as he finished this speech the young bondman turned 
| and looked about him curiously. i 
“But what sort of a vehicle is this?” he sake “1 Have’ 


never seen or heard of its like, Its wheels are buried in the ° 
/ 


a) 


j sand, are they?” 


“I certainly do.” “Yes,” replied Frank, This | is a machine of my own in- 
“That gives us courage.” : vention, and I call it the Desert Explorér. [3 p 
“But you must repel every attack made by them. Fi “It is very wonderful! But how will you propel it now 4 
“7 think we can do that.” — that your horses are buried?” 4 | 

“Well,” and the young man’s eyes flashed, “I am with| « Horses ?” aie 


a you and ready to sell my life in the battle.” 
i “Indeed we are fortunate,” said Frank. “You are so 
well versed in desert life that you canhelp us greatly.” 
_ “Indeed I will!” cried the youth; “but may I ask wae is 
: _ your mission here?” 

“To find the Underground City.” 

“Then you have hit upon the right man, for I can lead 
you to it.” 

A joyful ery burst from all. 

“You can?” | 

“T ought to be able to; I lived there for two years.” 

“You lived there?” 

“Yes; as the slave of that cruel sheik Bel Ashan; hej is 
4 S ihis thin’ 2 demon, Oh, I can tell you all about it.” 
Hi i “Tell us now,” cried Prof. Alwise, eagerly. “What sort 
of a city is it?” 
| “Simply the ruins of a once very large and powerful 
- town. There are monstrous palaces with mighty columns 
4 aI nd broad halls. Over all j is a eg of uence in some ae 


“Or camels, were they?. I suppose the simoon killed 
them, as I do not see them about.” 

The youth spoke with such sincerity thas his listeners 
laughed. 

“You are in error, sir,” Frank said. “This machine i is 
not propelled by horses, or even camels,” 

The youth looked wonderstruck. 

“You surely do not do it yourself?” 

“Oh, no; it is done by electricity.” 

“Hlectricity ?” 

“ Yes.” My 

“Oh!” exclaimed the young bondman, vaguely, ay re= _ 
member now that there was much talk before I left America af 
five years ago of the power of electricity. Is it pecs | that 
it has become such a science?” pens Noy ey 
“You shall see,” said Frank. “Oome with mie) : ee 


st cagne 


As the Bedouins did not seem Bei to attack bt 0 : e 


and Aiietsabe to him its worlenige): eds 
He Hob geahitgagecy, charm as 


; His enthueiasin was great. 


iting again the ae Sia City, and that is te rescue 
ay sister.” 
“Your sister?” exclaimed Frank, in amazement. 
abr es ” % a 
_ “Have you a sister in captivity ?” 
“Yes, she is in the hands of that fiend, Bel Ashan. 
- Next pom she is sixteen years old, and then he proposes 
to put her in his harem.” _ a | 
notehe wretch ! !? exclaimed oe in horror. “ But—tell 
me your name, young man.’ ae he 
Peres &) is Harold Barcombe.” © 
“The same!” cried Frank, excitedly, “Is not. your 
father Edgar Barcombe, of New York City?” 
“Fe is,” said Harold, in astonishment. “Do you know 
“him fae 4 


i - “Well indeed. To find you and your sister is one of the 


- 


4 j 
a Se ee 
4 ure eae z kes a am ee, 
3 opel So ea S- 


| objects of this trip across the Sahara.” 
ma Harold was so amazed and overcome that for a moment 
ae he could not speak. 


“Then he fairly embraced Frank, asking him all manner 
© of questions about his father. and many other things. 
But the conversation could not be continued long, for the 
4 crack of rifles was heard from above. 


a “The Arabs have come to the second attack,” cried 
_ Frank. “Wet us repulse them.” 
» Dat, “That we will do!” cried Harold, seizing a rifle. 


i They sprang to the upper deck, where Barney and Pomp 
i es and Prof, Alwise were drawing a itis on the advanting 
Arabs. 


_|This time the foe were advancing to the attack from a 

ee - point directly in front of the machine. 

This brought them within range of the dynamite gun, 

which was just above the line of sand. 

cy Frank chuckled and said: | ae 
“T’ll fix them this tine.” 

_ He went forward and opened the breech of the gun. 
Placing a projectile in it, he made the dynamo con- 

* nections and then sighted the gun. 
He ‘aimed for a hummock of sand behind which the 
). Arabs were crouched. Then he pressed the electric key. 


a projectile leaped from the muzzle of the gun. 


ou — as an arrow to the mark it ‘went, It struck the 


“FRAN ig ‘READE, oR. Ss ‘DESERT “EXPLORER. 


_ “JT will be glad to stay by you,” he cried, “We will dig | ments nothing could be seen of the wretches. 
the Explorer out speedily. I have a double motive for vis+ 


There was a hissing recoil and a sharp “ping,” and the 


| were oblige 
; x i " 


When the pipjoctile struck the nal heap, for a few = 


The air was filled for a hundred feet in height wits a 
cloud of sand. 


7 


It rose in a mighty pillar and carried up with it the 1 re- 
mains of fully a dozen of the Arabs. % 

When the sand settled down again, there was a yawning 
| cavity where the hummock had been, and the remainder of f 
the Bedouins were fleeing for their lives. on 

The way they cut for their horses would have done credit 
to monkeys. _ 

With a wild cheer the defenders of the Explorer foe a 
volley of rifle balls after them. 

The Bedouins sprang to the saddle and hastily rode out of 
range. , 

“That was a settler for them tid ne Harold; “they. 
won’t come again.” 


Z 


And his words proved true. 


The Bedouins did not come again. be: RS: hast 
had enough of the fun. | t 

They galloped in a circle about the machine, carefully 
keeping out of range. Then they held a conference. 

The travelers watched them closely. 

“Can you tell what they will do, Harold?” asked Frank. — 

“T think I can,” replied the young American, slowly. | 
“They will now ride to the Oasis of Kodan; then they will 
They 


will return in four days, and if the Explorer is noe liberated | 


go to Bel Ashan for reinforcements and supplies. 


then, they will besiege us.” 


Frank was convinced that Harold had hit upon the truth. 
“T believe you are right,” he cried. ‘Get shovels, every- 
body !” Sige? 
All stripped off their 
superfluous clothing and went to shoveling sand. 


No further bidding-was necessary. 


They progressed very rapidly at this. 

In a few hours they had entirely cleared the running 
gear and wheels. But it was necessary to dig a gradually 
ascending slope for the machine to run up to the level of 
the plain. | 

It was the middle of the next day before this was accom- 
plished. .Then the machine was ready to emerge from its 


enforced confinement. 

But when it came to making the machinery work ‘ was a 
failure. 

So much fine dust had settled there that it was one 
x clogged. 
There was nothing to do but to clean it out thoroughly. 
, This Been a mage! and ehorious task. ee and oe 


‘arious parts of the machinery. had to be removed cal 
fectually cleaned and oiled. But at length all was an- 
ied in perfect shape. - 


-work. The machinery started with a buzz. 
8 The Explorer ran quickly out of the trench. Once more 
it was on the level plain. 


baie he 


i * All sprang aboard. Cheers were given, then Barney went 
to the keyboard, and the Explorer shot forward. 
_ “Where now?” asked Prof. Alwise. 
“Ts not this Oasis of Kodan the way to the vee 
| 4 ity? ?” asked Frank se Harold. 

Fe « Ti an 33 
“Let us go thither, then.” 
_ Harold went in and set the direct and ened course for 
a Barney. ‘Then all repaired, to the upper deck to enjoy a 
I e which just fanned the hot air currents of the desert. 
a “The machine ran on rapidly mile after mile. 


uF 


was sighted. 
3 | Suddenly P 


B Prof, Alwise sprang up, cry 
C “Took! 


A waterspout!” 


‘Tt was not a waterspout that was coming whirling over | 


i “the horizon, but one of sand. 
it ! _ They are common in the desert, and are hae sae of raising 
“| Pica of sand into higher air currents. 


he one of these revolving terrors. 

| . - too heavy to be lifted into the clouds, the object 
'< breaks the spout and is at once buried in sand. 

a “A sand spout!” cried Harold. “Look out for it! 
coming our way !” 3 

This was true. 


it is 


t, and he did not do tate a moment. | 
| He rushed forward to the electric gun and drew a ead 
upon the revolving column. 

; ‘It was half a mile distant, but advancing with fearful 
a sity. There was no time to lose. 

“tt would cover the intervening distance very nibs 
‘rank pressed the electric key. | 

“Ther was a recoil, and the next moment the prajell 
; x the sand column, : 

3 The ‘exhibition was one beyond description. A terrific 
om” rc n-like report followed. apy air cea filled with 


>. Pe 


‘Then Frank pressed the lever, and the dynamos began to 


q Nothing: was seen of the Bedouins, but a worse danger | 


bs j Woe to the.traveler or caravan that comes in contact with 


| speed, Barney !” 


¥ But Frank Reade, Jr., understood exactly how to meet 


“A ae agai of dia t hovered ao the | 


‘Anotiioy ma had been met and overcome, . ‘ 
All drew a nee. breath of aol Rua - ee 


Oase of Kodan. a 
But they were unable to ane it aa niaht co 
made once more in anudedeserts 3 ees | 


its ae | t cosh 
And shortly before noon a dark ee was + sighted age a ns 
the white sands. : one ain: 


‘Sltas ‘the oasis !” declared Harold. 
All now eagerly watched the ighted spot. 
were near enough to see the waving palms. 


witnessed, 
A long caravan had drawn up at the oasis. 
a vast concourse of men, horses and camels. 
But also above the crowd there arose smoke and the dis 


There in 


tant rattle of firearms was heard. ‘ ice San 
A battle was in progress. a ae 
“What aid it mean? 
All exchanged glances, but Harold relieved their doubts ; 


Nts Hei 


| by saying: tee 


“The Bedouins ae avalos the caravan. ii is the came 
old story; they mean to plunder it.” iN 
Frank’s cheeks burned. anal 
“Not if I know it!” he cried, excitedly. “Put on all” 


‘ 


ee CHAPTER VIIL 


RESCUING THE CARAVAN. 


van. 

Tt was apaitist his nature to see it plundered by the thier 
ing Bedouins. He set his lips tightly. : 
| “TIL give them a good drubbing this time,” ig mate 
tered. “TI’ll exterminate the whole poisonous gang.” ce 
Down toward the seene of battle the Explorer boomed 
It could bes seen. ‘that the Redan ey at 


& 


i) 
Me 
’ ? 


from your wonderful alarioi tae pattie of some - : 
Damascus wine with me.” | eg yi: 

Frank declined this most polite of invitations - 
thanks. 3 


‘ ina 


ee But this fire was not strong enough to ares the Bedouins 
ade They paid no heed whatever to the machine. 

Frank saw that extreme meastres must be taken, 

fe So he brought the machine into line with the rear of the 

| oo and trained the electric gun upon them. 

_. Frank was always averse to human slaughter. But in 

i “the present case it seemed to be extremely necessary. 

Those, in the caravan were being cut down like sheep. 


1 id 


the sata ran to another part of the oasis. 
‘Here water was taken on, and then a course was sek f . 

the Underground City. | 
But just as they were about to start the clatter of cose S 

was heard, and a horseman came dashing up. ‘ 

It was Ali Shir, the rich merchartt. 

His manner was eager, as he cried: 7 

“Dear Pen I would beg of you to sah si partake 


” Men, women and children were being butchered by the 


wretches in their fury. 

fe - Frank trained the gun and sent a projectile into the 
“) midst of the Bedouins. 

~The result was fearful. 


honor, and you shall be treated as princes howd: és : 
“My good sir,” replied Frank, warmly, “we would bea 
very glad to accept your over kind invitation. But our time 


They fell in heaps, and as projectile after projectile 


sd Sere A a ee 


eg 
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I cicadas their ranks, they were obliged to break and 
i In their retreat they were extremely disorderly and terri- 
a Bad | 
~The white-haired old Sheik Mahmoud could be seen vain- 
= iy endeavoring to rally them. | 

They could not be brought to face the deadly dynamite 
gun, and were thoroughly routed. 


is very valuable, and we must hasten away to fulfill an im- 3 
portant mission.” 

“Then if you come to Cairo ask in he. bazaars for Ali 
Shir.” 


““We will do so.” — 

| “But this mission of yours—can we not help you?” 

4 “No; I think not. We are seeking the Lewy 

City | | 
a pats may | Mahomet bless you! If you find it ands : 

punish well that robber, Bel Ashan, the sultan will pay 


The caravan was saved, and its handful of defenders 


i were as astonished as if they had been rewarded with a 


‘ 


visitation from another sphere. 


They regarded the Explorer and the deadly dynamite gun | thee a prince’s fortune.” 


ni) 
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with sheer amazement. -“We hope to do so,” said Frank. ‘And now, ere sit, 
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After the force of robbers was dispelled, however, one | farewell.” . ae. 


of their number, a white-bearded, patriarchal man, mount Ali Shir prostrated himself on his horse’s ek Frank © 
lifted his cap and the machine glided away from the Oasis 


of Kodan. , ‘ 


A short while later it was again booming along over the 


ed on a cream-white horse, rode up. 
He bowed gravely, and addressed Frank, who was at the 
dasher, in Arabic. 


Ps] 
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Frank answered in French. | sandy plain. 


“T speak French,” he said; “but I am an American.” rf 
_ The face of the old man lit up. © 
n | “Ah, I have heard of your wonderful people—the most 
wonderful in the world! In the name of Mahomet, I greet} 
thee | 

“Allow me to reciprocate,” said Frank, politely. “Whom 
have I the honor of addressing—the owner of the caravan?” 
" a am Ali Shir, merchant of Cairo. I trade in Tunis 


and eget ae cross the desert three ae a year. We 


The objective point now was the Underground City. 
It was expected to reach it in a few days, though it was 
well upon the lower verge of the desert. % 

Quick time was made, however. | : 
The Explorer, on good, level, hard ground, could have 
easily made a speed of forty miles an hour. : 
But over the shifting sands she was doing well to aver 

age twenty. 


\ si, 
This, however, was done. : : 


On ran the machine at good speed. Finally early one 
morning Harold Barcombe cried: 

“here is the city!” 

Sa sant abate ent sf stone rose oy, af eal cand. 
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scanning it with his glass. 


“The lig !” exclaimed Prof Alwise; “really it looks 


"Tittle like such on the surface !” : 


This was true, but Harold said: 
“The city is even under us now. Its extent will not dis- 


appoint you when once you enter it. That si pillar is 


the only mark above ground.” 

- “Eyen that shows good architecture,” said the professor, 
“Tt is a Doric column.” — 
Every moment the Explorer drew nearer tq the city now. 


> Harold indicated a depression in the ground and said: 


“There is the largest” and best entrance that I know of 
io Dechan, the buried city of Sahara.” 

“Then,we will enter by it,” declared Frank. “Can the 
machine find entrance ?” 

“T think so.” 

Down into the deaeuccen, the Explorer ran. There was 


| ' a mighty cave-like opening in the sand. fe 


And into this the machine ran. The next moment the 
explorers gave exclamations of wonderment. 

They were in a mighty high arched structure, a veritable 
peristyle at one end, with aia of the most exquisite 
architecture. 

The floor was of finely polished stone, and every indica- 
tion showed that this had once been the palace of kings. 

There was a light of triumph in Harold Barcombe’s eyes. 

“What did I tell you?” he cried. “Is it not fine?” 

“Grand!” exclaimed Prof. Alwise. ‘Oh, here is full 
scope for the archeologist !” 

The machine rolled slowly on among the mighty pillars 
and over the stone floor. The professor had been studying 
the architecture for awhile, and now Frank asked him: 

“Well, Alwise, what do you think of it?” 

“T have just hit upon what I believe to be a solution.” 

“ Ah! 1») 

“This may be one of the famous palaces ef the Queen of 


Sheba. The renaissance is of that period.” 


“It can’t be King Solomon’s famed temple.” 
“Oh, no; but it is in that part of the world from which 


‘) the Queen of Sheba is vaguely supposed. to have come.” 


“Good enough! Perhaps we may find something yet to 


‘substantiate that idea.” 


“Ah, I fear not. These robbers have doubtless de- 


: : stroyed or carried off any records or portable things. is 


“They are the curse of Egypt and the East,” said Har-| 


old Barcombe. 


“That is well said.” 
“But, bejabers, I don’t see none iat them insipamtoied 2. 
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‘was disappointed that the machine could not invade the 


live here we Mines to anne 


“We have not yet panne ie aba 2 shee alae’ 
Baal. “Lebime now direct your course.” aa 
He went into the pilot-house with Barney. 
light was now employed. | toe 
All dark passages were made light as ‘day, and thus 
machine went slowly on, feeling its way. Sr 
os as yet had been seen of the Bedouins. 


that ak Explorer could go as. pNaig ny 
But fihally se) came to a passage too narrow for a hs 
pass. | 


This would have been abandoned but be a incident 
'The keen eyes of Harold Barcombe ee sight of | a Me . 
far down the passage. \ 

eS “There, ” he cried, “there is the entrance to the strong ! 


hold of Bel Ashan. It is there that I shall find my sister.’ 
Every one 


All was excitement at thi announcement. 


stronghold. 
But it could not do so, and the subject was sorbed 
But in some manner the place must be invaded and the 
Harold was the first to hit upon a x 
plan zi bey 
ioe would suggest & a sally being made,” he declared ; “ pee ae 


haps we could manage to creep in there and rescue Edith i in 4 


Bedouins given battle. 


some way!” ie | - 
“Perhaps we could,” agreed Prof. Alwise. 
Frank readily agreed. 


S “You shall lead the way.” 
The young American readily agreed to this. 


declared. 


It was arranged that Frank and Barney were to accom- 
pany him. Pomp and the professor would remain ie ; 


the Explorer. ‘Sinbas aee 
Frank had a long piece of fine wire which 3 was wot. | 
upon a spool. With this and a telegraph sounder he pele 
ed to easily communicate with those aboard the Explorer. — 
But before the party ¢ could leave the machine a range 
thing happened. =: MOS = 
_A warning cry came from ee (sri Ee e 


horses? ‘bod was plainly heard. Then pie view: 
a cavalcade of ceiuian ia 


month the machine nc Ww stood. nee ‘ 


t Wroresver: it blocked. their farther passage. It was a 
moment of most exciting and precarious kind. 


CHAPTER IX. - 


BEL ASHAN’S ESCAPE. ) 


\ 


As the Bedouins sat there like statues upon their sleek 
3 ~ horses they formed a picturesque spectacle, 
q Ve They were also a good and easy mark, and Barney might 
have fired upon them, but Frank restrained him. 
“Not yet,” he said. “It is not time.” 
But Harold Barcombe, who had been scanning them 
~ dlosely, exclaimed : 
“It is Bel Ashan himself!” 
— “You don’t mean it?” exclaimed Frank. 
“Tt is the truth.” : 
“This is luek! 
young inventor. 
“How?” queried the young eee with incredulity. 
“You shall see.” / 
_ Frank went to one of the forward windows. 
_ a long coil of wire in his hand. 


We must daneare him!” declared the 


He held 


5 This he made a noose of and flung it across the passage. 
5 It caught and held upon a jagged: bit of rock. 


3 Paying out enough slack wire, Frank first connected the 
| other end with the dynamos in the engine-room. The wire, 
thus charged to a tremendous extent, was about high enough 
. to reach the breast of any of the horsemen, 

- Then Frank went into the pilot-house and ran the ma- 
q chine back from the mouth of the passage. 

: This left it clear, and was a plain invitation to the Bed- 
_ owins to dash by the machine and escape. 

“They will get by us!” cried Harold. “Is that safe, Mr. 
| Reader? | 

} | “Keep cool!” said Frank, ieee 
about.” 

Matters worked just as Frank thought they would. One 
of the Bedouins eame forward for a parley, his horse pirou- 
E ais gaily. 

When a few yards from the machine Frank opened the 
, pilot-house window and cried in French: 

: “Ah, is it you, Bel Ashan?” 

Ba effendi,” replied the great sheik, in a cynical ee 
“So you have decided to beard me in my den!” 

ou life and the aa of your vie of es 


“T know what I am 


oy 


hey 
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take her from me.” 
“We shall see.” 


“This is the retreat of Bel Ashan, and you can never 
drive him from it.” Be 
Before Frank could say more, just what he had expected, 

id, indeed, hoped for, came to pass. 


The wily sheik suddenly gave his horse spur and atempts 


ed to flash by the machine and into the passage. Py 


He was partly successful. 

He would have escaped any bullet sent after him, but theo 
wire which Frank had stretched across the passage struck 
him just breast high. 

That settled the argument. 

Wily Bel Ashan received the force of the electric shock. 

It was not harsh enough to kill him, but sufficient to stun 
him. 

Horse and rider went down in a heap. 3 

Then Frank cried: a ee vg 

“Fire! 3 

‘Instantly a volley was given the Bedouins. 

So fierce was the volley given them that they were not 
able to come to the aid of their chief. ; 

They beat an incontinent retreat, leaving several of their 
dead upon the floor of the temple. 

Then Barney and Pomp opened the door and “prea 
down the gang ladder. 


Fire upon them !” 


In a jiffy they had the sheik bound, and were oranay 
him aboard the Explorer. : : 
He had just begun to revive, and when he fully regained 
| his senses he was in the cabin of the Explorer. | 
_ His foes were all about him, and a more astonished or 

dismayed villain was never seen. 


“Well, my fine fellow!” cried Frank, with a hearty 
laugh, “this is a bit of a-surprise party to you, eh?” 

He muttered an Arabic curse. 

“How did I come here? I never knew Elim to stumble 
before. A malediction on his tripping feet!” 

All laughed at his erusty manner, 

“Now,” said Frank, sternly, “if you value your life a. 
will agree to my terms.” 

Bel Ashan looked sullenly up. 

“Well,” he exclaimed ; “what are they, noble effendi 2” 

“Deliver up to us the girl now held captive by you! We 


will give you your life and you may sae depart. If noe. 
re shall die!” 


Bel Ashan’s grim face only hardened, and he said: 
¢ “Bifendi ae too much 5 wig I can never Go. IT a 


* nie it to then? 1 » cried Prank, 
to close quarters.’ ¥ : tae 
The defenders of the machine were ‘dct ae “ 
with this order ; ee flew thick and fast. 


sw n by the b bai of my a ae made a sere 5 vow 
to ‘Mahomet that she shall be the pearl of my harem. It 


“We will see,” said Frank, coolly. ‘I give you one more 
chance.” | 

‘ q ‘But Bel Ashan did not relax. ‘ 

* «TI will pay a ransom,” he declared. “Ten thousand 
piastres are yours.” | 

_ “Money will not do,” replied Frank. “The release of the 
girl, or nothing.” 

“Never !” 


~ “That settles it!” 


ahead. Peat | 
‘There was not an pinainee: of room in ane hae ae i 
Frank ran the machine ahead several hundred feet, and then © 
brought the dynamite gun to bear upon the attacking horde. 
He had refrained from using this heretofore, for. fear: ‘o 
that the concussion might engulf all about. — iN ‘ 
But it had now assumed a serious ne and i! nf my 
plainly necessary that extreme measures should be taken. — it 
So he did not hesitate to fire the electric gun. oe 
The projectile exploded with stunning force. Dozens of oe 
the Bedouins were killed, and a part of the roof ue 
and great quantities of sand rushed down into the place. | 
This for a moment threw the foe into inextricable co y 
fusion. Frank did not fire again, for he disliked the idea of 
such general slaughter. iene 
But he saw the way clear now toward the passage which 
led into the stronghold of the Bedouins. ! sienna 


Had the machine been able to pass through ‘it, ‘Prank 
would certainly have acepted the chance, fs 

But it was not; and yet another idea occurred to him. 3 

Pressing the lever, he ran the Explorer forward. until it 
fairly blocked the mouth of the passage. Then he said to. 
Barney and Pomp: a) i 

“Now, if you care to accept the risk, BA think there is a 
good. chance to invade the den of the Bedouins and perhaps 
rescue Edith Barcombe. .I can hold the wretches at bay here 


with the electric gun. I think all their febting, men are 
out here !” rate 
“Let me be one of that party!” cried Harold Barcombe, it 
“Well, suppose you and Barney go, then?” tn ae hi ie 
“We will do it!” “aaa 
But before this move could be Debio a, thrilling ing 
occurred, eA se et ah | 
A great ery eame from hae ie also tes got 1 yan 8. 
nai ut 


The Celt obeyed, ee the sheik’ feet were bared. Then 
Frank brought forward the same wire which had stricken 
- Bel Ashan from his horse. 

It was but a moment’s work to make a coil of it and apply 
| it to the bottom of the sheik’s feet. 

For a few moments the gritty Arab stood the infliction 


Then his muscles began to grow taut and his veins to 
swell. Great dops of perspiration oozed from every pore. 
_ The agony was intense, and a thrilling cry burst from |. 

his lips. | 
Frank withdrew the torture. 

“Will you come to terms now?” he asked. 

The sheik for a moment could not speak; then he ie | 
_ articulated: 
“JT will pay any ransom. Name your price, effiendi.” 
“Only the release of the girl will do.” 
Again the sheik’s brow darkened. 
“Never!” he gritted. 
Again Frank applied the current. Again the Arabs 
form straightened; the agony was most intense. 
What would have been the outcome it is hard to say. 

“Iti is possible that this trial would have ee the rascal 
u to terms. 
But at that moment there arose an uproar outside. 
_ Warning cries came from Barney and Pomp. 

“Dey am comin’, Marse Frank! Clar de track! We’se 


m 


_ Beyond they saw the white pillars of another temple, on 
moment each hesitated, and Pomp said: 
“Golly! Yo’ s’pose dey am gone dat way, chile?” | 
“No; I think not,” said Harold. “At least we had bet- ei 
ter take the regular course. That is probably another a 
method of entrance.” | : 
So they went on down the main passage. Soon the pas- 
sage began to greatly broaden. 3 
Then they saw the interior of the stronghold. It was 
the interior of a mighty high arched building. 


“th an ae a was upon his feet and made a dive for 


BS Se Pec eae ; ; Cate 
_ an open window near. Pomp chanced to see him. 
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q The darky grappled with him. 


- But tha wily Arab was too much for Pomp. He dats Hires were burning at different caverns, and lit up the: 


+ Ss i a 
ee 


a ae aside, and before Pomp could again get hold of him he 


vast area. There were mighty pillars, a gorgeous peristyle _ 
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bia sprung through the window. and colonnade and high galleries. 


The place seemed deserted. Not a Bedouin was in 


_ Tt was at this moment that the ee made their appear- x 
, sight. 3 Sea ie 


“ance upon the scene. : 

“Stop him!” cried Frank. 

_ But it was too late. Wily Bel Ashan had cleared the 
‘window-sill and leaped from the Explorer’s deck. 


But as the two pursuers sprang le the vast court, the - i, 
shrill neigh of a horse was heard and the clatter of hoofs. 


Then followed a piercing feminine shriek : 

“Help! Oh, God, help me!” : 

“Tt is Edith!” cried Harold, wildly. “Where is she? 
Hidith!” he screamed, excitedly, ““where are you? Here T 
‘|am! tis Harold!” 

‘But in answer there was a harsh, mocking laugh. © Ars 


The travelers were just in time to see him vanish into the 


“passage. ‘But no time was lost. 
“Catch him! Overtake him!” cried Frank. “He must 
a “not escape |”? 


4 Pomp and Harold sprang through the window and using 


him. Down the passage they went in hot pursuit. Across the lower end of the court there dashed a horse ~ 


There was no little risk in this move, as appearances 


a 
Ly 
_afterwerd showed. 


white as driven snow. 
Upon the animal’s back was the Sheik Bel Ashan, In his ms 
arms he held a struggling female form. | . 
It was Edith Barcombe. a 
One moment only was the horse and its load in sight. : 
Then the clatter of hoofs died out. Bay, 


Bel Ashan, with his precious prisoner, was gone. 
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CHAPTER X, 


JUST TOO LATE. 


ie For all they knew, there might be a strong guard of the 
Bedouins yet in the stronghold. 
_ To invade it then in face of. any overwhelming numbers 
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The cunning sheik had adopted a ar Paar move to. win 


‘the game. 


oe ail 


would cortainly mean gecapture. aby an 

3 This thought occurred to both as they ran on, 

ij But yet they would not turn back. 

a Harold thought. of his captive sister, and was perfectly 
' illing to risk his life to save her. 

, The light which was visible far down the passage every 
‘moment grew brighter and nearer, 

" They felt sure that they were rapidly nearing the robbers’ 
stronghold. 
| sing aig enough nothing could be seen of Sheik Bel 


It was folly for Harold and Pomp to try to pursue him. 
They stood irresolute a moment. 


“Wha’ am we gwine to do?” asked Pomp. 
“T don’t know,” muttered Harold, 
“Shall we chase him ?” , 


““No; we couldn’t overtake him.” 


“Where am he gwine, do yo’ fink?” ) 

“T think that he is making for another part of the Under- 
ground City, or—I have it! There is another entrance to 
this temple from the desert. He will try to escape in that 
direction.” 

“Does yo? beliebe dat?” yeh) 
| “Yes; let us go forward and locate it. Then | we can Te a 
cin turn to si orcad and in x ies next Ba ee 


she 
suddenly Ser 


right, : sah. I’se ready.” — 
Harold led the way across the mighty court, ic he had] 
_ predicted, a passage was reached beyond. trophy. 

‘This had evidently been dug by human a hande, and doubt-| They started now on the rebar to the a pe 
less extended to the open air. As they drew near to it the rattle of. firearms: and 


Satisfied of this, Harold paused and was about to propose shouts of contestants could be heard. 
Tt was oa that a battle was going on Ber 


a return to the Explorer when a startling thing happened. 


| Rapuenty and without warning four d¢rmed Bedouins 


ad 
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part in it. They pressed forward ee oy 
But suddenly there came. a tremendous roar. - ee . 
It was like an carthqupake shock. Harold and a Pomp ‘ 
Inew what it meant. Bi 
Frank had fired the eleetiic gun. . ie : 
There was a hush right after this, and the fring was. a oa 
ultory. ae Sie oe 
“Now is our time,” said Harold. “Come on, Pome: ee i 
They ran forward quickly and soon had come in sight 
of the. machine. A few moments or more and endl were 


sprang from a dark corner and with loud cries rushed upon 


the invaders, 


ea 


ee 


Harold sprang back just in time to ward of a swishing 


blow of a scimeter with his gun barrel. 
He shouted to Pomp: 
“Took out, my friend! Don’t give them close quarters! he 
But Pomp was on his guard. 
“Hi, dar!” he cried. ~ “Tse gwine to look out fo’ dat 
chile!” “4 
Then he discharged his rifle almost point-blank at his 
first assailant, The fellow went down in an instant. 


a; 
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clambering aboard. ; : o. 
“Welk” exes Fone as they appeared o “what i is sth eC 
word ?” a 
“We succeeded in finding the den,” cried Harold « but 
| the wretch has fled, with Edith in his arms.” = = . 
“Mercy! Is that true?” cried Frank. “Where has he, 


The second, however, made a wicked blow with his scim- 
i: eter, which would have decapitated Pomp had it struck the 
' But it passed a foot above his head, for thehregto dodged. 
Pi > "Phen Pomp, quick as a flash, closed with his opponent. 
The scimeter was dashed from his oialan and a terrific 
© wrestle followed. 

Pomp was athletic and a good wrestler. The Bedouin 
was no match for him, and the darky would have speedily 
mastered him. : Soe 

But the shrewd fellow, realizing this, made a sudden 
break and dashed away into the shadows. 

Pomp did not pursue. 

He turned to assist Harold. 

The young American had a knotty problem to solve. He 
had shot one of the assailants through the sword arm, but 
the fellow yet fought with his other arm. 

His companion stood by him, and Harold was busily em- 
ployed warding off their blows with his gun barrel. 

How the fight might have terminated it is not easy to say ; 
but suddenly Pomp rushed in to Harold’s aid. 

This changed the programme. © 

The Bedouins were not looking for ncanad of this sort. 
One of them was knocked senseless by the darky. 

The other broke away and fled, as had his companion. 

Pomp and Harold were victors. 

_N either had suffered a scratch. seis oul not forbear 
a “cheer. 

“What good luck!” cried Harold. ty ae aie let’s 


eae ef pyle 


gone?” 
“T believe to the desert, There is siptleny means of exit sy 
there.” é : eas 
“Then we had better get out of here at once 2 and § sive | 


chase.” . 


“T- should say 80.” ; Beg 
Frank sprang into the aileeiouee The Bedouins had 
not yet recovered from the confusion caused by the sod shot 


of the dynamite gun. 


Frank sent the machine forward and night ve their 


Pamir 


midst. 
The heavy wheels bore down upon them mercilessly, and 
caused them to scatter in every direction, = 8 © 


Bul 


The rout was complete. Barney and Pomp and Prof. 
Alwise kept up a constant fire 

Harold was by Frank’s slag in the plothouse. The ma- 
chine had soon entered the main temple, 

Threading its way among the huge pi anes: it very ase 
| reached the mouth of the cave. tM 

Out into the open air dashed the Explorer. tts was .s with al 
sense of relief that the travelers emerged inte ae sunlight, 
hot though it was. | Fk a ai, ely! 


ut was but a moment’s work to run es out of the de pr 
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PRANK RUADE, TR? ‘§ DESERT EXPLORER. 


: “hore? cried Harold. “ There goes the villain!” 
Far out on the sandy waste was ‘Seen a little black ee 
i +t was Sheik Bel Ashan. | 
_ Frank started the machine forward at full speed. 
Or course the overtaking of the sheik and the rescue of 
- ‘Edith Barcombe was paramount to everything else now. 

_ That the sheik would have been overtaken but for an in- 
cident was certain. 


~ CHAPTER XI. 


ebro ATTACK. 


Frank at once on to overhaul a risers of the 
Explorer. 

That it should break down at this critical moment was 
certainly a most exasperating thing. : 

There was nothing to do, however, but to make the best 
of it. | 

So Frank at once began work. He Bee located the 
derangement. 


: » 


The machine was booming at a high rate of speed over 
the desert when suddenly and without warning there was a 
: - clicking sound, a dull whir, the Explorer ran a se fe 
, pe further and stopped. %, 

- Perhaps the most astonished person on. ae was. Prof. 

- Alwise. 

: “Eh?” che gasped. ““W-what ce happened, Frank? 

_ Who stopped the machine?” 

i: ~ “Tt looks as if it had stopped of its own accord,” said 
’ | Frank, looking at the keyboard. | 

| “Of its own accord?” 

E&Y” 

; “Ah, something has broke?” 

3 i arecisely,?” 
 Consternation seized upon the little party of desert ex- 
; plorers. -It was a dismaying moment. h 

., Frank at once shut off the madly whirring machinery. 
‘ Nite went below decks. 

PA glance at the dynamos and he drew a breath of relief. 
| Anything could be repaired but them. | 

q “Tt is all right,” he said, after a moment. “We shall be 
: able to go on in a few hours.” — 
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While he was at work upon it the others were scanning — | 
the desert. ° ve 
The sheik and his captive had faded from view. Harold 

had no doubt but that he meant to strike for Kulp. 

But suddenly Barney shouted: 

“Shure, an’ the haythens are comin’ out av the ee 
Sookie City. 

This was true. 

Every eye was turned in that direction. 

The Arabs were coming out of the Underground City, 
and now they could be seen in concourse some two miles” 
away. 

They looked scarcely larger than flies at that rae 
The travelers watched them for some time. 


“They have good courage,” said Prof. Alwise. “They 
are coming to see us.” 


This was true. 

The Bedouins were all mounted, and were coming down 
toward the machine. In a short while they were quite near. 

But they did not venture within gunshot. They wisely 
re out of range. 

They made a circle about the machine, and contented 
themeslves with fierce yells and savage gestures. 

Darkness was now rapidly shutting down over the desert. 

The sun was sinking into the sea of sand, and Frank de- 
clared: | 

“We shall not be able to leave here to-night, but I think 
we can proceed in the morning.” 

Harold received this announcement with a heart-sick 
feeling. He feared that his sister’s fate was sealed. 

Once her captor should succeed in penetrating the mighty 
region of Ethiopia, the chances of finding him would be 
infinitesimal. 

Nay beck there were powerful nations of savage people 
there, more barbarous even than the Bedouins. The ma- 
chine could hardly proceed thither with safety, 

_ The Bedouins yet hovered about on the desert, like hye 
in _. Jnas watching a prey which seemed certain to become theirs bi 
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of That 1 is joyful!” cried the oe i Phen it is noth- 
‘ ing permanent ?” oe 
“Oh, no.” 

_ “But how shall we overtake the sheik ?” asked Harold, in 
‘dismay. 
_ “Ah, ye cannot do that at present!” Frank xeplied. “He 
will no doubt get a start on us.” 

“And escape altogether ?” 


MG 


q MI tig possible. uv 
4 “That is dreadful luck, when we had him avabbidelly in 
our ‘grasp |” 


Me Yes; but it cannot be kitbadt We must make the best 


r a) it. He will not be able to get far in a couple of hours.” 
Be “Ah, but not many miles in that direction is the verge 
f the desert and the fertile valley of. Kulp. If he reaches 
* he we have an of Central Africa to hide in.” 
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| yak worked at the broken banelaeey ‘until a tate ee | 


Darkness most impenetrable had settled down over the | 
s “desert. Barney w | 


was on guard forward. 

- Another attack from the Bedouins was not saseneine. 
But just before midnight it occurred to Barney to employ 
the searchlight and find nies if pes just what they 
were doing. 

So the Celt mounted to the platform above and ieee 
the light on. 

The sight which met his gaze was a surprising one. 

As the glare of the electric light made a pathway as plain 
as day across the gleaming sands, it was seen to the surprise 
of all that the Bedouins were close about the machine. — 

Full two hundred men were creeping cautiously toward 
the machine in the heavy sand. . 

A cry of warning went up... 

“To arms!” acbbchies Harold Barcombe. 
attack us‘” 

Indeed, this was true. 

A chorus of mad cries went up, and a legion of forms 
came surging out of the darkness. 

Before even a move could be made for defense, they 
reached the wheels of the machine. 

‘Up thy came over the side, swarming like bees to gain the 
upper deck. 

Frank Reade, Jr., came bounding pul of the engine- 
room. 


ns 


“They mean to 


“Close every door and window! 1” he shouted. “Byery- 


_ body at the loopholes !” 
- The order was obeyed. 
This was in season to prevent any of the lawless crew 


from gaining an entrance to the machine. 
But they were upon the lower deck or platform, and had 
begun pounding most furiously upon the doors. | 


The steel screens which covered the upper deck also be- 


came the recipient of fierce blows. 
Somthing must be done, and at once, it was evident, or 
they would certainly get the best of the fight. — 


Barney and Pomp were already at loopholes and were fir- 


ing with revolvers at close ani deadly range. 

It was a literal pandemonium. } 

"ihe mad yells of the attacking party, blended with Sa 
- erack of firearms and the thunder of blows. 
But Frank Reade, Jr., was not slow in preparing an 
e "effective plan to outwit the foe. | 


‘y ‘FRANK READE, JR 8 


among “the lawless crew. 


, length, and the defenders of the aon were, able t i 


| swift order, so that a rattling volley was ‘constantly a up, 


| the searchlight. He located the Bedouins.. - — 


gee He some rubber loves, and carved a wire con- 
the e was, the our way. ivy 


Wherever it struck it carried a terrific pane 
~ Men were knocked senseless and fell in literal hea 


whole side of the machine was cleared. s - 
Then Frank tried the wire on the other side an 


good effect, as well. 
Men were hurled from the side of the machine by i 


seen ecg power. 


more, the experience being an eh is 
Thus, in a few moments the attacking party were a 


their rifles. Be foto: “a 
These were the weapons which told the tale cB ed i in 


the Bedouins were bound to fall back, 
The attack ended in a repulse. | a 
It was a wonderful victory for the defenders of 


t aa 


jiioe + 


chine. | NG — 


the air ae with their cheers, 
The Bedouins did not return to the attack. ‘The ep 
proved sufficient to restrain them. aa 
An hour later Frank came again an deck. | : ds * 
He stepped into the pilot-house and swept the ve with . 


o 


They were gathered 1 in a body now, but just | out of range. 
Frank scrutinized them a moment, and said: ie 
“We will leave them behind. When we ee run a 1 safe 
distance we will camp again and try to get some ‘sleep. it 
feel the need of it greatly. é | 
3 “What!” cried the professor, “you don't mean to tell 


| me,, Frank, that you have the machine in working order 


again?” ai sy 
“You shall see,” San ay | 


Frank pressed the motor leved. At once the Explore ee 


| gan to move. iy mS 


A moment more and it was rolling away ¢ over r the plain 
at the same tremendous rate of speed as usual. Gigi i 
Before many minutes had passed. the Bedouins ¥ were left 
out of sight altogether, A half-hour later she machine wag 


again brought to a halt. Han ae tah i 


This was in a little deo in Ls a 


he i tre 


“Very ee But you will find that they will fight sav- 
agely.” f 
“Let us parley with them.” 
“Tt is of no use.” 
“Why not?” ; ae 
“You will find that they cannot speak any language me 
their own.” 
“At least it will do no harm to try.” 
Ff « Certainly not.” i 
So with this resolution Frank ran the machine up to the 
gate of the walled city. " 
“Heigho!”? he shouted in French, aie’ is your — ve 
man? Send him out.” 
The half-naked lancers dodged down behind the wink “ 
Frank repeated the fail. But hey did not seem to ander: a 
stand. 


oe even that amount of refreshing seek had its good 
ect, and ali arose the next morning much recuperated. 

. At an early hour the machine was again under way. 

Not a living being was in sight anywhere. Not until 
“noon was there any change in the country. 


: Then a dark line was seen to the southward. On nearer 
j ~ approach waving green palms were seen. 

“An oasis!” cried Prof. Alwise. 

+ -~ But Harold Barcombe shook his head. 

“No,” he said; “it is the fertile land of Aa Ah, I 
‘tear f shall never see my sister again!” 


“Keep up good heart!” said Frank, quietly; ee is 
¥ _ nothing impossible. nq 


‘The machine rapidly drew near the fertile track. And 
; now far to the southward mighty mountain peters were 
_to be seen, | 


At that moment, Hicoahis a most astounding and unlooked 
for thing happened. A familiar voice came down from 
above, and a familiar form appeared on the wall of the 
barbarian city. 

It was Bel Ashan, 


It was true that they had reached the lower end of Sa- 
thara and were in the most barbarous region in the world. 


Here dwelt tribes not classified or known by the histo- 
rian or chronicler. Barbarous, untaught and thievish. 

4 Even as the machine entered. the Bee land, a walled 
ul He rose before their view. 

; It was not a large town, but cue surrounded by a 
Ra and a high wall of rough stone. 

«A walled city!” cried Prof. Alwise, with interest. abi 
- must not lose this opportunity.” 
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CHAPTER XII. 


'- THE WALLED CITY. 


“Effendi has called,” he shouted, “and I will answer.” 

“Good!” cried Frank; “you are just the man we want. 
I am glad that we have run you down.” 

“What do you want ?” 

“We want you to surrender. Produce the young girl. 
whom you hold as a captive, or we will blow your oty to 
| powder !” 3 

“Before you can do that,” sneered Bel Ashan, “I can turn 
three thousand warriors upon you!” 


And out came the scientist’s note-book, and he proceeded 
to preserve his i impression of the curious place. 

A horde of savage, half-naked horsemen vanished through 
“the high gate as the machine approached, 

- It closed behind them. Upon the walls were a number of 
soldiers, half naked barbarians with lances, 

The whole country was a desolate and wretched region. 

j The dwellers in the place evidently did not till the soil. 

"No fertile farms or crops were to be seen. 


“T don’t care for a million of your warriors. “Take my 
word for it, I can whip them all.” 

“T refuse to surrender, Before another hour your heads 
shall hang upon the gates of Kulp.” 

With this Bel Ashan vanished. A fearful din arose, and 
the walls fairly swarmed with barbarians. 

They began to hurl javelins and arrows at the machine. 

But of course its steel armor turned them off as bist: 
from the back of a duck. 

“I am going through that place,” said Frank, resolutely. 
“Look out, every one!” 

He sprang to the dasher and elevated the electric gun. : 

He took careful sight and fired. | Oe ee 
is by no > means a secure one. yw a ew shots from| os eee cue the gate of the neon a and 1d 


'  &No,” said Prof. Alwise, impressively, “they may make 
then living by preying upon caravans. They are natural 
_ thieves and highwaymen. Woe to the luckless traveler who 
falls into their clutches.” 

“Right,” declared Harold. “It is short shrift and fare- 
well ‘to life. They-are a merciless set !” 


be att Then it is among these people that Bel Ashan will seek 
| hiding place ?” ated at 
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Pieces of the structure were hurled hundreds of yards 
away. | ’ 


Once again Frank fired. | 
This time a hole was literally blown ehroueh the thick 
wall of cobble. 


It was plain that the Roniantts gun could batter the place 


~ down with ease. 


The barbarian race swarmed out of the fallen gate and 
started to attack the machine. ‘ 
But Frank fired two electric shots straight at their feet. 


A heap of sand and debris ten feet high was raised. 


Half a hundred of the warriors were blown into eternity. 

This was enough. 

Such treatment could not fail in its terrifying effect. 

They broke ranks and fled incontinently. 

The machine pressed forward rapidly, and the ote mo- 
ment was in the city. : 

A horde of women and ehildren were ‘huddled upon the 
housetops. Frank could not make warfare with them. 

But he sent one electric projectile after another after 
the fleeing Kulpites, and fairly drove them from their city. 


' The terrific thunder of the dynamite bombs, and their 
frightful work, was enough to frighten the stoutest heart. 

The Kulpites were driven literally out of the city. Bel 
Ashan had fled at the first onslaught. 

He had taken Edith Barcombe wile him, His course 
was down the valley. 

Frank had no further quarrel with the Knlpites. 

He simply wished to capture Bel Ashan, so he pressed on 
in pursuit of him. 7 

This left the terrified Kulpites to recover from their 
fright as best they could. 


When Bel Ashan heard the deadly Explorer an = | 


at his heels he was indeed terrified. 

Self-preservation is nature’s first law, it is said, \ The 
wily sheik saw that the double weight was telling upon his 
horse, | 

He would be overtaken. That would mean practically 
death. He hesitated some while before taking the action 
which he saw was necessary. 

Then he suddenly reined up his horse. ~ 

Edith Barcombe was bound to the saddle in front of him. 


| The sheik cut her bonds and hissed : 


“Tt is a lucky escape for you, my pearl! I give you up 


| | - now to save my life, but I will reclaim you later, for those 


Christian dogs shall never get out of this country alive !” 
_ Bdith fell to the ground and the sheik galloped madly on. 


‘safe! 
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Joyous was that meeting between brother and f ter. Sk 
was taken aboard the machine and cae cared £ es i. 


Rhee 
The main object of the Ces Ae rescue of di 
Barcombe—had been accomplished. : ee 
“Now, professor,” cried Frank, “we are ready to help y you | 
out with your archeological s studies. Bei we attend 
to that now.” ; a oe os , 
“JT am more than agreeable!” cried the professor, coger 
“To you wish to return to the Underground City? ae 
“No, I think not. I would prefer to take the old ruins 
north of here, and on the line to Cairo. “here are many 
there which I am sure have never been explored.’ ee 
“Tt shall be 60.” ae 
So the course of the machine was set in that direction. 5 
Edith and Harold were promised - safe transportation 
home to America as soon as Cairo was reached. ” 
In the meantime they were very happy and not at all im- 


; 


| patient. ar * 


Edith was a very beantifel girl. 
vorite with all. 

“T shall be glad io see my dear father,” she fate ce can 
hardly remember him. I was so young: when. we were sep- 
arated." a ee 

“You may be sure he will be glad to see yo,” ae Prank. 
“He is praying hourly for your safe return.” 


She was tty fa- 
y 4 Hy ¥ 


_ The machine now headed to the northward. ge ie 

A course along the verge of phe desert was. ‘kept, ane one 
day ruins were sighted to the east. oe 

At once the machine started for them. Prof. Alwie was 
all excitement. in 

As they drew nearer the ruins of a elles Bayptian 
eee were seen. The machine bore down for them a 

The temple was partly buried in the sand, but te archi 
tecture was seen to be of the grandest. 


The machine halted under the main suc emaee was « 


| fully fifty fect high and guarded by huge stone sphinxes. 


The professor at once brought out ae Bs eae tv 
tools and started into the ruin. Oia ae 


dere seemed no res from he foes, for the ex- 


ie was ar henaly srbhaitastio 3 in his'9 work and 4 forgetful | 
Fo all about him, 
/ Frank proposed that he ae Barney should also take a 
: nig through the ruins. 
Harold Barcombe aaied upon going, and 1 Raith cried: 
“Well, I object to being left behind, I claim the right 
E to go, too.” 

“Tt is yours,”” said Feank, laughing, “if you care to 
_ brave the perils. fs 
“T think T can safely do so,” said the young irl, cheer- 
4a fully. “At least, I am not afraid.” 
: | Wy ell said. I will i and see that no harm comes to 
3 "Preparations were iaickely made. 
You will remain aboard the machine and look out for 
_ ‘things, Pomp,” said Frank, 
“right, sah,” agreed the darky. 
Barney, Frank, Harold and Edith now set out into the 
_ ruins, leaving Pomp and the machine behind. 


Pike professor was seen not fitty yards distant intently 
3 “engaged in his work. 


Ne . tent. | 
f The explorers gated upon them with interest and wonder. 
ment. 4 
What do you make of it, Alwise?” cried Frank; “is this 
a solitary monument in the desert, or was it once pee of 


pa orby er”. 
Tam inclined to the latter supposition, ” replied the 
professor. ape aah 


_ “Tt must have been a powerful big city, if this is a sample 
of its buildings.” 7 
- “There is no doubt but “that it, was.” | 
_ Leaving the professor absorbed in his work, the party 
ee through the ruins. : | 
~ Many curious hieroglyphics were to be seen upon the 
| walls and pillars. In the center court was an obelisk of 
- great height. | 
Finally, tiring of the expedition, the party started to 
return to the machine. 
They were strolling slowly along, when suddenly Barney 
cried: 
* “Begorra, wud yez 2 Tak at sant Shure, the walls are 
5 fag (ened 
Then the explorers beheld an astounding sight. 
‘The entire front of the ruin, with jts massive portico and 
af migtty, columns, tottered and fell outward. | 
| a thunderous roar, and the eae Peek Ng as 
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Truly the ruins were something enormous in their ex- | 
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Then Franke “Beate Jr., gave an awful cry of horror. 

“Oh, the machine !” he shrieked. 

The same horrible reflection swept over all. Ee 

The Explorer had been left upon the other side of that _ 
mighty wall of stone. In its fall it must have become en- s 
eulfed. ae 

Edith nearly fainted with the force of the shock. The 
knees of the men smote and their faces were ashen. 


There was no doubt but that the Explorer was under that _ 


ruin, 

And Pomp—what would save him? It was an awful mo- 
ment. 

Frank Reade, Jr., Was the first to recover. The Broeer 
white-faced, had turned from his work. 

The young inventor cried: 

“Come! we must know the truth.” 

Frank sprang forward, determined to know the worst. 
As he neared the ruin he saw his worst fears were confirmed. — 

There beneath mighty pillar lay the crushed shape of — 
the Explorer. 
the ruin, crying: 

“Pomp! Are you alive?” 

* To his joy and amazement a cry came back: 

“T’se a’right, Marse Frank, “Jes’ gib dis chile time !’’ 

Then out from.the debris crawled Pomp. How he had so 
wonderfully eacaped uninjured was not to be easily under- 
stood. 

Tt was a literal miracle. 

And all were so overjoyed to know that he was safe that 
they nigh forgot the awful calamity which had deprived 
them of the machine and the only visible means of getting 
out of the desert. 

‘When this came upon them full force the effect was ter- 
rible. | 

The machine was certainly beyond repair. It could never 
be put into running order again. 

Aghast at the situation all stood staring at each other. 

“We are lost !” said Alwise, hopelessly. 

“No!” declared Harold, firmly. “If we can only keep 
clear of the Bedouins we shall be all right. We can ‘gradu- 
ally make our way to Cairo——” 

“But we shall never be able to do that!” cried Frank, 
with horror, “for there they are now i 


Into the, ruin there dashed a body of horsemen, and at 
their head was the cruel Sheik Mahmoud Bey. 
The situation was one of the gravest kind. For a mo- 


ment an awful still horror seized upon our explorers. 
Then. Prof. Alwise sk 


See 


Heartsick and half faint Frank crawled over 
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CHAPTER XIII. | | “You have come just in the nick of time.” a 


By the merest chance Abou Ben Hassan, the : 
military commander, had been crossing the ~~ n 
pened upon Mai ruin. is 


THE END. 
g . 5 


Then the reaction came. 
Frank Reade, Jr., sprang from behind the cover of a 
pile of stones and eried: 
_ “To cover, every one! We will sell our lives as dates 
as possible!” Re 
| Fortunately all were armed with repeating rifles. They 
- did net hesitate to obey Frank’s command. | 
| The Bedouins had sighted them, and with exultant cries 
were coming to the attack. 
The Americans fired a volley, and a number of the Bed- 
ouins fell. They were checked but a moment, nowever.. 
Then they came on again. | tee 
It was likely thatthe fate of the party would have been 
sealed at that moment, but for an une 3 
Suddenly Harold shouted: 
“Look out! They are in our rear!” 
This seemed true. 
Suddenly into the ruin in the rear of fhe defenders there 
appeared a party of horsemen. 
They were richly dressed in uniforms éf scarlet and gold. 
To the surprise of all but Harold the ‘Bedouins suddenly 
took to their heels. A wild cheer escaped the uniformed 
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desert. 
sind t aprangument were cehly made with Ben Ha san 


in 
i 
ie 


can Consulate at Cairo. Horses were fumistie, and 


start was made. 


wreck, | : sd 
Frank decided to ae it ee and declared: th 


" pieces.” seni 
Soon the party were on the way to Cairo. Four days” 

later they reached the heights which looked down a the 

city of the desert. Ni i a 
The party were well received in Cairo, (hoa zh a 


:. 


not linger long there. 
They were all anxious:to get back to America, 80 an 1 ont 


xin hy 


going steamer took them ‘to the Mediterranean. Daa ne a 
In course of time the stormy Atlantic was safely cross. 


, rf 4 


Once more they were in America. ist 
Cable dispatches had been sent from London to. Mr, Bar -< 
combe, and he was at the landing to meet them. 


We will not dwell upon that happy reunion between 


guard. 

A body of them went in Sete Others surrounded the | father and children, eo. Vie 1 
Americans. The whole country heard of the famous exploit and fresh : 
“It’s all right!” cried Harold. “It is the sultan’s| laurels were added to the fame of Frank Reade, By i the 

guard!” y wonderful young inventor. 


“The sultan’s guard!” exclaimed Frank. Prof. Alwise went back to the Smithsonian irae ean 


“Yes; we are saved!” 

This was even so. _ 

The next moment a dapper little Turkish cae had dis- 
mounted and was saluting the party. 

He spoke in the French language. 

“You are Ingleez. We give you the sultan’s protection. ” 


proceeded to write a learned lecture upon archeology. 
Frank and Barney and ea’ in due time mae de safely 
in Readestown. | . A ie a , 


The young inventor, true to his word, at once went to 
work upon a new invention, and this brings to an end our 
story. sty | | at ei | 
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THE END. 
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Chief Warden. fe 


241 Ice-Bound; or, Among the Floes. By Berton Bertrew. 

242 Jack Wright and His Ocean Sleuth-Hound; or, Tracking an Ur: 
der-Water Treasure. By ‘“‘Noname.” 

243 The Fatal Glass; or, The Traps and Snares of New York. A 
True Temperance Story. By Jno. B. Dowd. 

244 The Maniac Engineer; or, A Life’s Mystery. By Jas. C. Merritt. 

245 Jack Wright and His Electric Locomotive; or, The Lost Mine of 
Death Valley. By ‘“‘Noname.” 

246 The Ten Boy Scouts. A Story of the Wild West. By An Old 


The Search for a 
By 


Man, Woman, or Boy. By Gen’l 
By N. 8S. Wood (The Young Ameri- 


By How- 


Scout. 
247 Young Hickory, the Spy; or, 
Jas. A. Gordon. 
248 Dick Bangle, the Boy Actor. 
can Actor). 
249 A New York Boy in the Soudan; or, The Mahdi’s Slave. 
ard Austin. 
250 Jack Wright and His Electric Balloon Ship; or, 30,000 Leagues 
Above the Earth. By ‘‘Noname.” 
251 The Game-Cock of Deadwood; A Story of the Wild North-West By 
Jas. C. Merritt. 
252 Harry Hook, The Boy Fireman of No. 1; or, Always at His Post. By 
Ex. Fire-Chief Warden. 
253 bey Nh of New York. By N. S. Wood (The Young American 
ctor. 
254 Jack Wright and His Dandy of the Deep; or, Driven. Afloat in the Sea 
of Fire. By ‘‘Noname.”’ 
255 In the Sea of Ice; or, The Perils of a Boy Whaler. By Berton Bertrew. 
256 sie co aaa Wayne, The Hero of Stony Point. By Gen’l. Jas. A. 
ordon. 
257 The Arkansas Scout; or, Fighting the Redskins. By An Old Scout. 
258 vec Nitec Demon of the Plains; or, Wild Adventures Among the 
OW DOY S “agen 
259 The Merry Ten; or, The Shadows of a Social Club. By Jno. B. Dowd. 
260 Dan Driver, the Boy Engineer of the Mountain Express; or, Rail 
roading on the Denver and Rio Grande. * 
261 ge hie Saha of Santa Fe; or, The Lion’s Treasure Cave. By An Old 
cout. 
262 Jack Wright and his Electric Torpedo Ram; or, The Sunken City of 
the Atlantic. By ‘‘Noname.” 
2:63 The Rival Schools; or, Fighting for the Championship. By Allyn Draper, 
264 Jack Reef, the Boy Captain; or, Adventures on the Ocean. By Capt. 
Thos. H, Wilson. 
Mr 
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! . A Weekly Magazine containing Stories of the American Revolution. 
: By HARRY MOORE. 


These stories are based on actual facts and give a faithful 
account of the exciting adventures of a brave band of American 
'. youths who were always ready and willing to imperil their lives 
for the sake of helping along the gallant cause of Independence. 
_ Every number will consist of 32 large pages of reading matter, 
+ bound in a beautiful colored cover. | 


LATEST ISSUES: 92 The Liberty Boys ‘‘Treed’’; or, Warm Work in the Tall Timber. 
: 93 The Liberty Boys’ Dare; or, Backing the British Down. 
Hts ane Fsetes Bove Derek Wa oiaae GI te peel) es a Mile. 94 rhe Liberty Boys’ Best Blows; or, Beating the British at Benning- 
e Liberty , Danger; or, All Ss. on. ; 
ee ipa Vibert yet eer eee acl Gort cae tame 95 The Liberty Boys in New Jersey; or, Boxing the Ears of the Brit- 
o6 The Liberty Boys’ Warm Work; or, Showing the Redcogts How 96 The Liberty Boys’ Daring: or. Not Afraid of Anything. 
57 The Liberty. Boys’ “Push’’; or, Bound to Get There 97 The Liberty Boys’ Long March; or, The Move that Puzzled the 


The Liberty Boys’ Desperate Charge; or, With “Mad Anthony” British. 


at Stony Point 98 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Front; or, Hot T¥mes on Harlem Heights. 
59 The Litherty, Boys’ Justice, And How They Dealt It Out. 99 The Liberty Boys in New York; or, Helping to Hold the Great 
- 60 The Liberty Boys Bombdrded; or, A Very Warm Time. City, 
_ 61 The Liberty Boys’ Sealed Orders; or, Going it Blind. ,,| 100 The Liberty Boys’ Big Risk; or, Ready to Take Chances. 
62 The Liberty Boys’ Daring Stroke; or, With “Light-Horse Harry” |,101 The Liberty Boys’ Drag-Net ; or, Hauling. the Bedcoate In. 
\ _ at Paulus Hook. 102 The Liberty Boys’ Lightning Work; or, Too Fast for the British. 
| 63 The Liberty Boys’ Lively Times; ‘or, Here, There and Everywhere. | 103 


Ther The Liberty Boys’ Lucky Blunder; or, The Mistake that Helped 
The Liberty Boys’ “Lone Hand’; or, Fighting Against Great Them. 
Odds 


. , es 104 The Liberty Boys’ Shrewd Trick; or, Springing a Big Surprise. 
G5 The Liberty Boys’ Mascot; or, The Idol of the Siard a la hshog, | 105 The Ethers Boys’ Cunning ; or, Gutwittine tho: Ener, P 
*66 The Liberty Boys’ Wrath; or, Going for the Redcoats aobe % oe 106 The Liberty Boys’ “Big Hit’*: or, Knocking the Redcoats Out. 
67 ERS erty Boys’ Battle for Life; or, The Hardest Struggle o 107 The Liberty Boys “Wild Irishman”: or, A Lively Lad) feom 
, ; Dublin, 
L ty Boys’ Lost; or, The Trap That Did Not Work. | , 
HA ths Libecty Boge’ Jonuh’!s or, The Ath ne “Queered”’ Everything. | 108 seg ae hey Boys’ Surprise; or, Not Just What They Were Look- 
iberty Boys’ Decoy; or, Baiting the British, For. é 
ff The Lisette Boys ated: or, The Snare the Enemy Set. 109 The Liberty Boys Treasure ; or, A Lucky Find. 
72 The Liberty Boys’ Ransom; or, In the Hands of the Tory Outlaws. | 110 The Liberty Boys in Trouble; or, A Bad Run of Luck. 


ibe leuth-Hounds; or, Trailing Benedict Ar- The Liberty 

The Liberty Boys as Sleu oO . g The Libews 

The Liberty 
ships. 


Boys’ Jubilee; or, A Great Day for the Great Cause. 
Boys Cornered; or, ‘‘Which Way Shall We Turn?’ 


1d. f 
The Liberty Boys ‘Swoop’; or, Scattering the Redcoats Like Boys at Valley Forge; or, Enduring Terrible Hard- 
Chaff. 


75 The Liberty Boys “Hot Time’ ; or, Lively Work is ‘Old Virginta. | 114 The Liberty Boys-Missing; or, Lost in the Swamps. 
@ 76 The Liberty Boys’ Daring Scheme; or, Their Plot to Capture the | 115 The Liberty Boys’: Wager, And How They Won It. 
{ King’s Son. ; 116 The Liberty Boys Deceived; or, Tricked but Not Beaten. 
_V 77 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Move; or, Into the Enemy’s Country. 117 The Liberty Boys and the Dwarf; or, A Dangerous Enemy. 
j 78 The Liberty Boys’ Beacon Light; or, The Signal on the Mountain. | 118 The Liberty Boys’ Dead-Shots; or, The Deadly Twelve. 
' 79 The Liberty Boys’ Honor; or, The Promise That “Was Kept. 119 The Liberty Boys’ League; or, The Country Boys Who Helped. 
; 80 The Liberty Boys’ “Ten Strike’; or, Bowling the British Over, 120 The Liberty Boys’ Neatest Trick; or, How the Redcoats were 
q 81 The Liberty Boys’ Gratitude, and How they Showed It. _ Fooled. 
» 82 eset tei Boys and the Georgia Giant; or, A Hard Man to | 404 The lal Beye Siranded 5 or, Afoot im the Hnemy’s Country. 
} 83 The Liberty Boys’ Dead Line; or, Cross it If You. Dare !® 122 T ee Se oys in the Saddle; or, Lively Work for Liberty’s 
Ee mae Le eh Hoye Pe ecpaes ya Tie Lait ee Lee 148 ae piperty Boy Ponansa 4 or, vonine fit from the Tories. 
5 e Liberty: boys Leap for Life; or, J 4 : 4e ‘ 24 e er oys at Saratoga; or, The Surrender of Bt . 
86 The Liberty Boys’ Indian Friend; or, The Redskin who Fought for! 95 ‘s s 7 ér_of Burgoyne 


1 The Liberty Boys and ‘‘Old Put.’; or, The Escape at Horseneck, 
126 The Liberty Boys’ Bugle Call; or, 
127\The Liberty Boys and ‘Queen 


Independence. 


‘ : The Plot to Poison Washington. 
The Liberty Boys ‘Going it Blind’; or, Taking Big Chances. ington 


x Esther’; or, The Wyoming ‘alley . 

88 The Liberty Boys’ Black Band; or, Bumping the British Hard. Massacre. ‘ 

89 The Liberty Boys’ “Hurry Cali’; or, A Wild Dash to Save a/]198 The Liberty Boys’ Horse Guard; or, On the High Hills of Santee. 
Friend. 129 The Liberty Boys and Aaron Burr; or, Battling for Independence, 

90 The Liberty Boys’ Guardian Angel; or, The Beautiful Maid of the |130 The Liberty Boys and the “Swamp Fox”; or, Helping Marion 
Mountain. 

91 The Liberty Boys’ Brave Stand; or, Set Back but Not Defeated. 
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A Magazine Containing Stories, Sketches, ete., of Western Life. 
| BY AN OL.D SCOUT. 
4 DO NOT FAIL TO READ IT. 


. 82 PAGES. PRICE 5 CENTS. 32 PAGES. 


EACH NUMBER IN A HANDSOME COLORED COVER. 


All of these exciting stories are founded on facts. Young Wild 
West is a hero with whom the author was acquainted. His daring 
deeds and thrilling adventures have never been surpassed. They 
form the base of the most dashing stories ever published. : 


Read the following numbers of this most interesting magazine and 
be convinced: : | ‘ 


fs ahd dn a eee Ei 


1 Young Wild West, The Prince of the Saddle. +20 Young Wild West’s Ranch; or, The Renegades of Riley’s Run. 

2 Young Wild West’s Luck; or, Striking it Rich at the Hills. 21 Young Wild West on the Trail; or, Outwitting the Redskins. 

83 Young Wild West’s Victory; or, The Road Agents’ Last Hold-up. | 22 Young Wild West’s Bargain; or, A Red Man With a White Heart. 

4 Young Wild West’s Pluck; or, Bound to Beat the Bad Men. 238 Young Wild West’s Vacation; or, A Lively Time at Roaring 

5 Young Wild West’s Best Shot; or, The Rescue of Arietta. Ranch. eae 

6 Young Wild West at Devil Creek; or, Helping to Boom'a New | 24 Young Wild West On His Muscle; or, Fighting With Nature’s 
Town. Weapons. 


25 Young Wild West’s Mistake; or, Losing a Hundred Thousand. 
26 Young Wild West in Deadwood; or, The Terror of Taper Top. 
27 Young Wild West’s Close Call; or, The Raiders of Raw Hide 


7 Young Wild West’s Surprise; or, The Indian Chief’s Legacy. 
8 Young Wild West Missing; or, Saved by an Indian Princess. 
9 Young Wild West and the Detective; or, The Red Riders of the 


eee Ridge. 
10 Young Wild West at the Stake; or, The Jealousy of Arietta. 26 Nee West Trapped; or, The Net That Would Not Hold 
11 Young Wild West’s Nerve; or, The Nine Golden Bullets. 29 Young Wild West’s Election: 
12 Young Wild West and the Tenderfoot; or, A New Yorker in the phi est’s Election; or, A Mayor at Twenty. 
Pa a 30 Young Wild West and the Cattle Thieves; or, Breaking Up a “Bad 
‘ Gang.” ‘ 
13 Young Wild West’s Triumph; or, Winning Against Great Odds. | 31 Young Wild West’s Mascot; or, Th 
2 7 r < cigs c ’ ’ e Dog That . 
3 14 Young Wild West’s Strategy; or, The Comanche Chief’s Last Raid. | 32 Young Wild West’s Challenge; or, A pons Gee 
15 Young Wild West’s Grit; or, The Ghost of Gauntlet Gulch. 33 Young Wild Westand the Ranch Queen: he honadian te ihe Gia 
f 16 Young Wild West’s Big Day; or, The Double Wedding at Weston. Ropers. alte 
17 Young Wild West’s Great Scheme; or, The Building of a Railroad. | 34 Young Wild West’s Pony Expr : : 
. ess; Or, 
S 18 Young Wild West and the Train Robbers; or, The Hunt for the Time. y Express; or, Getting the Mail Through on 
} 4 Stolen Treasure. 35 Young Wild West on the Big Divide; or, The Raid of the Renegades. 
E 19 Young Wild West on His Mettle; or, Four Against Twenty. 36 Young Wild West’s Million in Gold; or, The Boss Boy of Boulder. 
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No. 41, THE . # oe TAGE. 
No. 41. THE BO’ EW YORK END MEN’S JOKE 
e : “4 i variety of the latest jokes used by the 


Shae Tew EStE Gr New xonx stuwr arearen 
|22a'RRe cated assortment of stump speeches, Negro, Duich 
bo Se ee ae oe 
eat is a Mg Ne and wer atv Ber 
ganizing an amateur minstrel ions for or- 


troupe. 
No. 65. MULDOON’S JOKES.—This is 


: Bier ra) “i 
‘oke books ever published, anil it is hears ne of the most original 


: ; 1 of wit and humor. It 
contains a large collection of Songs, jokes, conundr 
Terrence Muldoon, the great w::, humorist, a Heal joke cr 


nd practical joker of 
{the day. Every boy who can enjoy a good’ ial jo 
jobtain a copy immediately. Spbstantial joke should 
No. 79. HOW TO BECOME AN ACTOR. 
plete instructions how to make up for various 
jstage; together with the duties of the Stage M 
Scenic Artist and Property Man. By a promine 
} No. 80. GUS WILLIAMS’ JOKE BOOK. — 
est jokes, anecdotes and funny stories of this 
aver popular German comedian. 
eolored cover containing a half-tone 


—Containing com- 
characters on the 
anager, Prompter, 
nt Stage Manager. 
Containing the lat- 
world-renowned and 
Sixty-four pages; handsome 
photo of the author. 


HOUSEKEEPING. 
} No. 16. HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN. 
full instructions for constructing a window garden e 
jor country, and the most approved methods for rai 
petit: at hoine. The most complete book of the 
}iished. 
No. 30. HOW TO COOK.—One of the most in 
on cooking ever published. It contains recipes for cooking meats, 
fish, game, and oysters; also pies, puddings, cakes and all kinds of 
pastry, and a grand collection of recipes by one of our most popular 


cooks. 

No. 37. HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.—It contains information for 
everybody, boys, girls, men and women; it will teach you how to 
jmake almost anything around the house, such as parlor ornaments, 
} orackets, cements, Aeolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds. 


ELECTRICAL. 

No. 46. HOW TO MAKE AND USE ELECTRICITY.—A de- 
scription of the wonderful uses of electricity and electro magnetism : 
together with full instructions for making Electric Toys, Batteries, 
etc. By George Trebel, A. M., M. D. Containing over fifty il- 
‘ustrations. 

No. 64. HOW TO MAKE ELECTRICAL MACHINES.—Con- 
taining full directions for making electrical machines, induction 
ous, dynamos, and many novel toys to be worked by electricity. 
By R. A. B. Bennett. Fully illustrated. 

No. 67. HOW TO DOC ELECTRICAL TRICKS.—Containing a 
‘arge collection of instructive and highly amusing electrical tricks, 
‘ogether with illustrations. By A. Anderson. 


) 3 ENTERTAINMENT. 

No. 9. HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST.—By Harry 

Kennedy. The secret given away. Every intelligent boy reading 
this book of instructions, by a practical professor (delighting multi- 
tudes every night with his wonderful imitations), can master the 
art, and create any amount Hs et id ee and rare me ea 
greatest book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 
‘ No. 20. HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PARTY.—A 
very valuable little book just published. A complete compendium 
of games, sports, card diversions, comic recitations, etc., suitable 
for parlor or drawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the 
money than any book published. ; 

No. 85. HOW TO PLAY GAMES.—A complete and useful little 
hook, containing the rules and oles of billiards, bagatelle, 
»ackgammon, croquet. dominoes, etc. ven 

No. 36. "HOW. TO SOLVE. CONUNDRUMS.—Containing all 
the leading conundrums of the day, amusing riddles, curious catches 
and witt ings. : 

No. 5D. HOW TO PLAY CARDS.—A complete and handy little 
book, giving the rules and full directions for playing Euchre, Crib- 
bage, Casino, Forty-Five, Rounce, Pedro Sancho, Draw Poker, 
Auction Pitch, All Fours, and many other popular games of cards. 

No. 66. HOW TO DO PUZZLES.—Containing over three hun- 
dred interesting puzzles and conundrums, with key to same. A 
tomplete book. Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson. 


ETIQUETTE. © 
No. 18. HOW TO DO IT; OR, BOOK OF ETIQUETTE.—It 
‘ga great life secret, and one ae every young man desires to know 
Pe ast HOW 10 BEHAVE — Containing the rules and etiquette 
of good society and the easiest and most approved ge tend or 
pearing to good advantage at parties, balls, the theatre, church, an 


'n the drawing-room. 
DECLAMATION. 


No. 27. ECITE AND BOOK OF RECITATIONS. 
Bone: Ree ieaulat selections In use, comprising ae 
dialect, French dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect pieces, toge 
with many standard readings. 
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No. 31. HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER.—Containing four 
teen illustrations, giving the different positions requisite to become 
a good speaker, reader and elocutionist. Also containing gems from 
all the popular authors of prose and poetry, arranged in the most 
simple and concise manner possible. : 

No. 49. HOW TO DEBATE.—Giving rules for conducting de 
bates, outlines for debates, questions for discussion, and the best 
sources for procuving information on the questions given. 


SOCIETY. 

No. 3. HOW TO FLIRT.—The arts and wiles of flirtat‘on are 
fully explained by this little book. Besides the various methods of 
handkerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window and hat flirtation, ct con- 
tains a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which is 
interesting to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happy 
Without one. > 

No. 4. HOW TO DANCE is the title of a new and handsome 
littie book just issued by Frank Tousey. It contains full instruc 
tions in the art of dancing, etiquette\in the ball-room and at parties, 
rie to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popular squaré 

ances. 

No. 5. HOW TO MAKE LOVE.—A complete guide to love, 
courtship and marriage, giving sensible advice, rules and etiquette 
to be observed, with many curious and interesting things not gen- 
erally known. 

No. 17. HOW TO DRESS.—Containing full instruction in the 
art of dressing and appearing well at home and abroad, giving the 
selections of colors, material, and how to have them made up* 

No. 18. HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL.—One of the 
brightest and most valuable little books ever given to the world 
Everybody wishes to know how to become beautiful, both male and 
female. ‘The secret is simple, and almost costless. Read this book 
and be convinced how to become beautiful. 


BIRDS AND ANIMALS. . 

No. 7. HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.—Handsomely illustrated and! 
containing full instructions for the management and training of the 
canary, mockingbird, bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot,- ete. 

No. 39. HOW TO RAISE DOGS, POULTRY, PIGHONS AND 
RABBITS.—A useful and instructive book. Handsomely illus 
trated. By Ira Drofraw. 

No. 40. HOW. TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.—Including hinto- 
on how to catch moles, weasels, otter, rats, squirrels and birds. 
nea how to cure skins. Copiously illustrated. By J. Harringtom 

eene. 

No. 50. HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMALS.—A 
valuable book, giving instructions in collecting, preparing, mounting 
and preserving birds, animals and insects. 

No. 54. HOW TO KEEP AND MANAGE PETS.—Giving com- 
plete information as to the manner and method of raising, keeping. 
taming, breeding, and managing all kinds of pets; also giving. fui) 
instructions for making cages, etc. Fully explained by twenty-eight 
illustrations, making it the most complete book of the kind ever 


published. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 8. HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST.—A useful and ip- 
structive book, giving a complete treatise on chemistry; also ex- 
periments in acoustics, mechanics, mathematics, chemistry, and di 
rections for making fireworks, colored fires, and gas balloons. Thin 
book cannot be equaled. 

No. 14. HOW TO MAKE CANDY.—A complete hand-book fer 
making ali kinds of candy, ice-cream, syrups, essences, etc., etc. 

No. 19.—FRANK 'TOUSEY’S UNITED STATHS DISTANOB 
TABLES, POCKET COMPANION AND GUIDE.—Giving the 
official distances on all the railroads of the Wnited States sand 
Canada. Also table of distances by water to fore?zn ports, ,hack 
fares in the principal cities, reports of the census, etc., etc., makins} 
it one of the most complete and handy books published 

No. 388. HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR.—A woa- 
derful book, containing useful and practical information in tho 
treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments common to every 
rey Abounding in useful and effective recipes for general com- 
plaints. 

No. 55. HOW TO COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS.—Cos- 
taining valuable information regarding the collecting and arrangin” 
of stamps and coins. Handsomely illustrated. 

No. 58. HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Brady 
the world-known detective. In which he lays down some valuabic 
and sensible rules for beginners, and also relates some adventure” 
and experiences of well-known detectives. 

No. 60. HOW TO BECOME A PRHOTOGRAPHER.—Contalis- 
ing useful information regarding the Camera and how to work it } 
also how to make Photographic Magic Lantern Slides and othe: 
Transparencies. Handsomely illustrated. By Captain W. De W-. 


Abney. 

No. 62. HOW TO BECOME A WEST POINT MILITARY 
CADET.—Containing full explanations how to gain admittanea 
course of Study, Examinations, Duties, Staff of Officers, Pog: - 
Guard, Police Regulations, Fire Department, and all a boy shoulé 
know to be a Cadet. Compiled and written by Lu Senarens, authes 
of “How to Become a Naval Cadet.” 

No. 68. HOW TO BECOME A NAVAL CADET.—Compiete Ig- 
structions of how to gain admission to the Annapolis Naval 
Academy. Also containing the course of instruction, descripties 
of grounds and buildings, historical sketch, and everything a bey 
States Navy. Cour 

‘How to Become 2 


piled and written by Lu Senarens, author of 
West Point Military Cadet. 


10 CENTS EACH, OR 3 FOR 25 CENTS. 


Address FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New York. 
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FRANK READE 


WEEE Isw MAGAAINE:. 


Containing Stories of Adventures on Land, Sea and in the Air. 


By “NONAME.,”’ 


Each Number in a Handsomely Illuminated Cover. 


BA 32-PAGE BOOK FOR 5 CENTS, “ee 


All our readers know Frank Reade, Jr., the greatest inventor of the age, and his two fun-loving chums, Barney 
and Pomp. ‘The stories published in this magazine contain a true account of the wonderful and exciting 
adventures of the famous inventor, with his marvellous flying machines, electrical overland engines, and his extra- 
ordinary submarine boats. Each number is a rare treat. ‘Tell your newsdealer to get you a copy. 


Frank Reade, Jr’s White Cruiser of the Clouds; or, The Search for| 19 Six Weeks in the Clouds; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Air-Ship the 
the Dog-Faced Men. “Thunderbolt.”’ 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s Submarine Boat, the ‘‘Explorer’’; or, To the| 20 Around the World Under Water; or, The Wonderful Cruise of a 
North Pole Under the Ice. Submarine Boat. 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Van; or, Hunting Wild Animals in the | 21 The Mystic Brand ; or, Frank Reade, Jr., and His Overland Stage. 
Jungles of India. 22 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Air Racer ; or, Around the Globe in 


Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Air Canoe; or, The Search for the Thirty Days. 


Valley of Diamonds. 23 The Sunken Pirate; or, Frank R i hor a2 
Frank Reade, Jr.'s “Sea Serpent”; or, The Search for Sunken Mier cies Seb sch ged tie iim eade, Jr., in Search of a Treasure 


old. 24 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Ma tic Gun Carri ; Worki f h 
Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Terror, the ‘‘Thunderer’’; or, The U. S. Mail. Sneed See Caren oe Se ne 


Search for the Tartar’s Captive. 
Frank Reade, Jr.'s Air Wonder, the ‘Kite’; or, A Six Weeks’ 25 chiar cra eye His Electric Ice Ship; or, Driven Adrift 


Flight Over the Andes. 
Frank Reade, Jr.'s Deep Sea Diver, the “Tortoise”; or, The Search | 7° ia re Raby Bléctrie Sea Engine; or, Hunting for a Sunken 


for a Sunken Island. . 
Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Invention, the “Warrior”; or, Fighting | 27 Me a Gt ee Reade, Jr., Among the Cowboys with 


Apaches in Arizona. 4 
Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Air Boat; or, Hunting wild | 7° ren ee rs mace aad nee Reade, Jr., in His New Air-Ship; or, 


Beasts for a Circus. c ‘ 
Frank Reade, Jr., and His Torpedo Boat; or, At War With the 29 phigh ot cae a eee a Submarine Mountain ; or, Lost at the 


Brazilian Rebels. ‘ ‘ an ena 2 ; 
Fighting the Slave Hunters; or, Frank Reade, Jr., in Central en meget rye ate oat Gheetvie Wheon’ Jf, Ameng. (the Every, Hunters 


Africa. Nas alt : m : f ; 
From Zone to Zone; or, The Wonderful Trip of Frank Reade, Jr., pn (ig hese Jr.'s Search for a Lost Man in His Latest Air 


ith His Latest Air Ship. 
weenie Bonde, Jr., and His Tilocrris Cruiser of the Lakes; or, A Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for the Sea Serpent; or, Six Thousand 


Journey Through Africa by Water. : Miles Under the Sea. Aine ; 
Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Turret; or, Lost in the Land] 38 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwind; or, The Mystery of the 
of Fire. Hidden Canyon. 


Frank Reade, Jr., and His Engine of the Clouds; or, Chased Around the Horizon for Ten Thousand Miles; or, Frank Reade, 
Around the World in the Sky. Jr..s Most Wonderful Trip. 

In the Great Whirlpool; or, ReARK Reade, Jr.’s Strange Adventures > Lost in the Atlantic Valley; or, Frank Reade, Jr., and his Won- 
in a Submarine Boat. der, the “‘Dart.”’ 

Chased Across the Sahara; or, Frank Reaae, Jr., After a Bedouin’s Frank Reade, Jr.’s Desert Explorer; or, The Underground City 
Captive. of the Sahara. 


For Sale by All Newsdealers, or will be Sent to Any Address on Receipt of Price, 5 Cents per Copy, by 
FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New York. 


IF YOU WANT ANY BACK NUMBERS 


of our Libraries and cannot procure them from newsdealers, they can be obtained from this office direct. Cut out and fil! 
in the following Order Blank and send it to us with the price of the books you want and we will send them to you by re- 
turn mail. POSTAGE STAMPS TAKEN THE SAME AS MONEY. 


FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New York. 
Dear Str—Enclosed find......cents for which please send me: 
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